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and to do their best to administer it in ac-
cordance with ifs provisions. I congratulate
them on their good work. In their adminis-
tration they have experienced diffieulties, and
it is only right to reetify the anomalies and
give them an opportunity to administer the
Aet as they believe it should be administered
in the interests not only of the men but of
the State. 1 move

That the Bill be now read a secoud time.

On motion of Mr. Stubbs, debale adjourned.

BILL—LAND.
Referved to Select Commillee.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
AL MeCallum~-South Fremantle) [5.43]: I

mMove-——-m

That the Bill he referred to a seleet com-
mitice consisting of five members,

Question put and passed.

Ballot taken and a seleet committee ap-
pointed consisting  of Messrs, Hawke,
lL.atham, McDonald, Troy, and Withers with
power to sit on days when the House stands
adjourned. and to report on the 14th Sep-
tember.

IHouse adjonrned af 551 poam.
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The PRESIDENT took the Uhair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.
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MINISTERIAL STATEMENT—SUPPLY
BILL (No. 1).

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon, J. M.
Drew—Central) [435]: When the Supply
Bill was under discussion, certain informa-
tion was sought hy membhers, and T promi-ed
that after consuliation with the different de-
partruents concerned, 1 would make a state-
ment to the House. T have now the neces-
sary information, and 1 desive, with your
permission. Mr. Fresident, to place it be-
fore members.

The PRESIDENT:
proceed.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: During the
second reading debate, Mr. Hamersley drew
attention to the linancial hard=hip experi-
enced by many country road boards. The
Minister in charge advises me that this con-
dition of affairs has heen duly noted, and
it is hoped that the Government may he able
to help tlem in a practical way. The pre-
vious (fovernment endeavoured to alleviate
the position and, as a result, road hoards
have heen allowed fo rvetain, without deduc-
tion, all traffie license fees collected by them
as licensing authorities. Previously such
collections were liable to deductions amount-
ing in some cases to 221 per cent. Instances
have oceurred wherein the revenus from
this source has exeeeded the ordinary reve-
ntie received hy the board from rates, ete.
Mr. Hamersley also hoped that the Govern-
ment would net put any obstacle in the way

The JMinister may

of the provision of the hulk handling
scheme.  The hon. member will no doubt
have zeen the Press annonncement stating
that the Government have appointed a

strung advi~ory committee to report on the
¢ffect of the presenf partial bulk handling
stheme now in operation. .\ report has heen
received from thiz committee and the mat-
ter ix under consideration hy the Govern-
ment. A Press announcement from the Pre-
mier appeared in the “West Australian®™ of
Friday last.

Mr. Mann was anxious to know what ac-
“ion i= heine taken in reeard to rebuildinx
Uave House. The Minister in control is
now giving earnest attention to the rebuild-
ing of the destroyed portion, and proposes
{o appreach the Treasurer in reference fo
this matter within the next week or so, Mr.
Mann's suggestion in reference (o the Collie-
Dardanup railway line was referred to the
Minister for Railways who states that the
question of utibsing Millars® old line for the
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purpose was exhaustively inquired into some
years ago, An estimate, made in 1911, of
the cost of construeting the line from Collie
to Dardanup, with 60 Ib. rails and with a
ruling grade of one in 80, placed the amount
required at £100,000. The provision of this
alternative route, with considerably improved
grades as compared with the Collie-Bruns-
wick line, has eertain attractions from the
point of view of economical working, such
as heavier loads and quicker transit, bt the
capital outlay would be very heavy, and the
savings would requive to he very large to
meet interest and operating costs. A more
attractive proposition would bhe the linking
up of Collie, Cardiff and Mumballup, on
the Ponnybrook-Preston Valley line. This
would entail the construction of 12 miles
of raflroad and wonld give much ecasier
grades for the haulage of freight te Bun-
bury. The length of the existing line, which
helongs to Millars, from Dardanup to Wel-
lington Mills, is approximately 13 miles and
there is a fair amount of settlement adja-
eent. The purchase of this line would not
appreeiably increase the railway revenue,
certainly not by sulflicient to pay the cost of
working and to provide tnterest on the eapi-
tal outlay. Tt is questionable, therefore, if
the present financial position of the State
would justifv the expendifure. Mr. Mann
also veferred to accommodation being pre-
pared for the staff dealing with employvment.
He appeared to regard it as unnecessary ex-
penditure. The Government have more
faith in their policy and in the ahility of
those who are vendering assistance in an
Lonorary eapacity than to believe that the
ereation of a permanent or costly depart-
ment s necessarv. The Minister for Em-
plovment finds it imperative to he near his
executive officers and fo alord housing ae-
commodation for those who are giving their
time and thouphf to assisting the Govern-
ment. For thai purpose, accommodation is
heing provided in the premises to he vacated
hy the Tourist Bureau in Barrack-street,

Mr. Macfarlane drew attention to lhe fact
that the Perth TPower House was working
up to the full eapacity of its generators, and
wished to know what would happen in the
event of a breakdown of the plant. The
Minister in control assures me that the pro-
vision of an additional generator and boiler
equipment is under conszideration, and =tates
that though a breakdown. =ach az was men-
tioned, might cause a certain amount of in-
convenience to the publie. the effert would
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by no means be o serious as was indicated
by Mr. Macfarlane, The Government are
endeavouring to make financial provision for
the proposed extensions. If the lafter could
now bhg approved of, it is anticipated that
the department would be able to supply rea-
sonable requirements until sueh time as the
additions had been completed. Mr. Mae-
farlane questioned the effeet of the proposed
new sustenance rates and compared them
with the rates paid by the previous Govern-
ment. It is the policy of this Government
to depart from the standard of employment
hased on sustenance, as adopted and en-
forced hy the previous Government. 'The
result 1s that the Government are to-day fae-
ing the position of providing employvment
for at least 14,000 men. The (iovernment
conzider that sustenanee employment iz too
inadequate to be regarded as a fulfilment of
their obligation to the wnemploved and have
initinted a poliey hy which they will endeav-
out to wet more men hack to full time work
and to pay real wages.  Experience has
proved that the sustenance =ystem of work
hagz little heneficial result, and no c¢laim for
continuance. Although the Govermnent have
committed themselves to the principle of em-
ploying men on a full time basis, to be fol-
lowed by a period of sustenance, thev are
not hound to enforee the =tated period of
sustenance. Four weeks’ work is the abso-
lute minimum, and in the ease of a variafion
in the basiec wage, a longer period of full
time work is provided for, and as the plan
develops, it is the intention of the Govern-
ment to increase the pertods of full time
work. The accunmiating effeet of lengthen-
ing periods of full Hine work will create
the desived resulf of real wages by restor-
ing the purchasing power of the workers,
increasing the amount of money in cirenla-
tion, and eonsequently providing further em-
plovmeni for persons engaged in the pro-
duetion of goods, whiel the restored pnr-
chasing power will make necessary. In ad-
dition to the circulation of money hy means
of real wages, and other expenditure on Gov-
ernment works, the Covernment have em-
harked on a vigorous local products cam-
paign and the vital imporfance of this cam-
paign haz heen readily recognized by the
people of this State to he an effective means
of helping to reduce trade depression and
wnemplovinent. The formation of an Eeo-
nomi¢ Ceuncil iz anether vital step, whici
it is hoped will help considerably in solving
the problem of re-establishment of men in
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industry and by the provision of new ave-
nues of employment. The eomparative
figures submitted by Mr. Macfarlane are not
a true index of the Mitchell seheme and the
scheme initiated by this Government. He
has not taken info aceount marginal differ-
cnces nor camping allowances. Under ihis
provision the worker reeeives hetter treat-
ment than was provided by the previous
Government. I will read a comparizen of
the rates, as follows:—
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Man nnd Wife ...

Mr. Macfarlane is apparently under the
impression that men were emploved tha
whole year round and were thevefore draw-
ing £1 a week above sustenance under the
Mitehell scheme. Tn general practice it wad
not so. After a cerfain period of employ-
ment men were stood down to eke ount their
earnings at a set rate and then returned tc
sustonanee naotil further work could be
secnred, so that at no time was any margin
provided to enable the worker to secure any-
thing beyond the bare necessities of hife. In'
some instances married men with families
did not secure any relief work and thus
they have never heen ahove the sustenance
level. Under the previeus Government’s
scheme a man with a wife would have res
ceived 14s. per week as suztenance or £38 6=
per vear, whereas under the present Govern-
ment’s scheme, whieh provides for rotation
of full time work and sustenance, he would
receive in wages £70 13s. 5d., inclusive of
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marginal and camp allowanees, and in sus-
tenance £23 s, 3d., making a total of £93
16s. 8. for the yvear. A man with a wifq
and one child under the previous scheme
would have received in sustenance £54 12s.
daring the vear. Under our scheme he wounld
receive in wages £77 14z, 9d. and in susten-
ance of £32 15s. 2d., 2 total of £110 9 1141,
for the vear. Men with larger families will
be treated on a relatively similar basis.

Criticism of the Covernment’s poliey of
full time work, followed hy sustenance is
hased largely npan misunderstandings and'
failure to realise that the aceumulating effect
of its programme of works will relieve any
possihle anomalies. T have the assurance of
the Minister for Employment that any hard-
ship apparent in the initial stages of the
scheme will he rectified. The secheme is an
instalment of the Govermment plan ta get
men back te work.

AMr. Macfarlane also referred to the Can-
mng Reservoir.  The proposal to continue
the work of constructing the Canning dam
in connection with the Metropolitan Waier
Supply is reeeiving consideration hy the
fiovernment, Preliminary investigations are
well in hand, The XMinister in charge ex-
pects within the next week or two, to hel
able to make an important pronouncement
az to the foture programme to be carried
out. ITe desires to assure the hon, member
that the proposals submnitted by Mr. W. H,
Shields ave reeciving due consideration hy
the responsible engineers.

Mr. Holmes asked for information eon-
cerning the appointment of n fully qualified
gtock inspector for the North West and
nlso about the appointment of a tropical
adviser. The Minister for Agriculture ad-
vises me that the department have already
stationed & fully qualified veterinary surgeon
and a fully qualified stock inspector in the
North West, with headquarters at Derby,
and that the appointment of a tropical ad-
viser iz receiving earnest consideration.

Regarding the hon. member’s criticism of
the cost of transport of flour to the North-
West. the vate of wharfage quoted is eorrect,
and it is only a smalil proportion of the £13
mentioned by Mr. Holmes as heing the cost
of transport of a ton of Aour from Fre-
mantle to a station 100 miles from the port
of Wyndham., We have no control over the
cost of transport from Wyndham to the
station, which is zaid to he very heﬂV}', and
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perhaps that is where eriticism should be
directed. Flour is carrvied hy the State ships
at a speecial rale which hardly remunera(2s
for the space given it. The war surtax quor
tion comes up periodically for eonsideration
It was last dealt with in October, 1931,
when the Government said that it vepresent-
ed the differenee hetween the then existing
rate and the pre-war rate. However, even
now the Government are not in 2 position
to abolish the war surtax.

My, TTolmes slso referred at length to cer-
tain matters regarding the eiection arrange-
ments at Carnarvon during the recent elec-
ttons. The Minister for Justiee informs e
that this matter has alrendy heen hrought to
his notice and an inguiry is proceeding. Mr.
Holmes referred to the neeessity for camp-
ing reserves on stoek routes heing gnsetted
as Class A reserves. The Minister for Lands
stated that there was no deparmental ohjec-
tion to this procedure, nnd whilst each casd
must be considered on its merits, as far as
possible, the desire will he put into effest
and acfion will be taken in that direction.

The hon. member also advocated that
Crown lands adjacent to railways should
be cleared by contraet, that owners of alien-
ated land should be told to clear and culti-
vate such land, and that in the event of fail-
nre to comply with sueh an order, the Gov-
ernment put the Closer Settlement Act into
force. The Minister states in reply that such
action depends on the possibility of securing
settlers who are able to develep Crown
Lands at their own expense and will at the
same time be in a position to mect their obli-
gations to the Crown. Last vear, there werd
arrears of rents owing to the Lands Depart-
ment to the extent of £366,000. This amount
includes arrvears owing on repurchased es-
ates, and apart from this factor, the experi-
ence of the department in respect to clearing’
land at Newdegate in advance of settlement
was very costly, and the expenditure could
not be recovered. Regarding alienated
lands the hon, member will recognise
that those engaged in agriculture gener-
ally are heing hard pressed at present,
and it would he inadvisable to put into
operation any proposal that would add to
their burdens. 1f sueh a scheme were in-
augurated and the holders of the land werve
unable to participate in it, and as a conse.
quence the Closer Settlement Aet were
brought into operation, they wounld either
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have to subdivide or sell their land within
a eertain time or the Crown would have to
pay for it. On account of the f[inancial
situation, either of these confingencies is
out of the guestion for the present; the
time 1s not opportune.

Land is alienated by the Crown on very
iiberal conditions ns to improvements—ihis
heing the law—but the experienee of the
Lands Department proves that the condi-
tions are more than complied with. A cloze
wateh is kept on such matters, both by in-
spection and correspondence, and generally
speaking there is little cause for the sug-
gestion that land is being held without com-
pliance with the eonditions. 1t is evident
that there is room for further development
of lands within reach of the existing rail-
way system, bul the flinancial situation is
too diflicult to inaugurate any such seheme
at present. The question concerning pas-
toral leases is reeciving considervation by
Cabinet.

Alr. Harris desived some informaiion in
counection with imining reservations. There
has been some eriticism regarding mining
reservations, but most of those in existence
were approved previous to our tnking office.
The Minister for Mines assures me that ap-
plieations for temporary reserves of this
nature are subject to the approval of the
Minister for the time heing and are fer-
ininable at any time at his discretion. They
are subjeet also to approval by the Gover-
nor-in-Council.  Section 297 of the Mining
Aet, 1904, provides the machinery for tem-
porary reserves, and the very fact that Par-
linment thought fit to inelude sueh a pro-
vision i3 evidence that, when the Act was
Framed, it was recornised that the position
might arise where sueh a reserve for the
purpose of permitting organisers of finan-
cinl support to examine large arcas hefore
recommending their principals to put up
the necessary monev, would be a necessity,

Before any such reserve is granted every
condition Is taken into consideration. If it
be: ground that ean be profitably worked by
prospectors or small leaseholders, there is
no inducement to grant a rserve. If it he
ground that has not been known to give
gold returns and a group of finuneiers are
willing to undertake legitimate search for
zold, there iz an induecment to £rant such
a reserve, Old ground that has been worked
and abandoned at waterlevel and old gronnd
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that has heen discovered too poor in value
to give sufficient profit unless worked with
large and up-to-date machinery ave fit pro-
positions for reserves for those who can
raise big capifal snms.

1 suppose it is only natural that while
ground may lie idle for years and no at-
tempt made to take it np or work it, im-
mediately some persons secure a temporary
reserve, there is a ery that the prozpector
is being shut out. Diseretion must be left
to the Minister and to Cabinet to exercise
power in the granting of reservations, and
I think every Government has the interest
of gold mining too mueh at heart to make
close preserve of any land that would be
likely to yield a living to a prospector or
small leaseholder. Tt is hardly support-
able, however, that the Government should
aliow land fo remain idle if there is a
reasonable prospect of someone taking it
up with a view to exploiting its possihili-
ties.

As to the Western Mining Corporation’s
reserves, with the exception of that at
Nevoria, there is every inducement for pros-
pectors to go to work as, should they dis-
cover anything likely, they are sure of a
prospeetive purchaser and have not to
spend time and money in trying to float
their show. Details of mining concessinis

are—
MINING CONCLSSIONS.
CIRANTED BY PREvVIOUS GOVERNMENTA,
1029 1,200 acres
1930 2456
1931 8,809
1932 1Z,606 .,
1032 316 50, miles
1932 ... ... All the river area
of Gascorne, Ash-
burton and For-
lescue Rivers
GRANTED RY PRESEXT GOVERNMENT.
1933  Western Mining Corporation 11,330 acres
1033 Do. do. . 1,432 sq. miles

These areas were granted by the present Government
in order to honour agreements already entered into by
the previous Government.

1033 14,853 acres

1933 All the river area
of De firey and
Yulle Rivers

Mr., C. H. Wittenoom was anxions to

know if anvthing is to be done to iniprove
the jetties and wharves at Albany. The Min-
1ster for Public Works informs me that
there are no works of major importanee at
the Albhany harbonr requiring atiention
under present conditions. It is to be hoped
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that, with additional development of the
hinterland, particularly westward of Den-
mark, it will not be long before shipping
trade at the port calls for additional im-
provements. Mr. Piesse veferred to the
deplorable condition of the aborigines in his
province. The Minister in control informs
1e that he has had a long interview with the
ons, H. V. Piesse and C. H., Wittenoom,
MsL.(C,, and Mr. A, E, Piesse, ML.A,
Those gentlemen have given him much use-
ful information and have promised theiv
cordinl assistance in his efforts to solve Lhis
difficult  problem.  The eondifion of the
natives referred to is natwrally causing con-
cern and the Minister proposes to look info
the matter closelv. The whole qguestion of
native disabilities is bound up in the matter
of ability to apen up a new seitlement, and
this ngnin is largely a cquestion of finance,
The Minister is hopeful of finding a way
out.

My, Piesse also referved Lo the necessity
for a bridge over the Avon River on the
road between Kulin and Pingelly. This
maiter was considered in April last, but the
engineer was unable to recommend the con-
struetion of a bridge for the reason that the
traflic did not warrant it. T have heen ad-
vised, however, that there is a possibility of
the erossing at the point indicated being im-
proved in the near future.

Mr. Piesse mentioned that many requests
lad been made by the lumpers at Albany
tor stall ureas of farming land, The Min-
ister informs me that there is no record of
any saggestion to make small holdings of 20
to 30 acres available at Albany, and the ex-
perience in connection with land settlement
schemes for mnemployed is not encounraging,
apart from which financial considerations
make it very difficult to econtemplate any
new ventures of this deseription. -

BILL—MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS
ACT AMENDMENT.

Rceeived from the Assembly and read a
first time.

BILL—ROAD DISTRICTS ACT
AMENDMENT (No, 1).

Read a third time and returned to the
Aszembly with amendments.
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BILL—FINANCIAL EMERGENCY TAX
ASSESSMENT ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 24th August.

HON, . W, MILES (North) {54]: I
should like first of all to offer some con-
ment on the remarks of the Chief Secretary
when introducing the Bill, He said—

The need of funds for the purpose of arrest-
ing the financial Jdrift is no less pressing now
than it was 10 months ago. The determination
of the Loan Council to force n reduvction of
deficits is ats great now uas it was when the
Mitehell Government hurriedly introduced their
Bills of last year.

What I am surprised at is that the Loan
Couneil did not insist on the State reducing
its deficit to a greater extent, 1f the Gov-
crnment had budgeted for a smaller deficit,
it might then have Leen possible to bulunee
the finances in the following year. The
Chief Secretary also said—

At the last meeting of the Loan Council, at-
tended by Mr. Collier, us at the previous meet-
ing atteaded by Sir James Mitehell, there were
strong comments on Western Australin’s failure
to recognise its responsibilities. It was pointed
out that, despite the increase we had made Insi
vear, we still had lower taxation per head than
any of the other States.

Later the Chief Secretary snid—

It was poinfed oul that it was our dnty be-
fore secking speeial comsideration to do some-
thing to set our financial house in order by im-
pesing additional taxation on owr people.

That is corvect, and T feel that the Minister
was quite right in guoting the difference be-
tween the taxation in this State and the
other States. In my opinion we have mot
taxed ourselves or effected cconomies to the
extent that we should have done. There
are further economies that could have heen
offected, hut T am doubtful whether the Gov-
crnmeni looked around sufficiently. Another
remark of the Chief Secemeiary was—

Those who can uafford to de so, should con-
tribute something but not the persona who are
below the bread line.

I c¢an only emphasise what other memnbers
have said, that while they are not prepared
to tax anyone to contribute towards this
legislation, the policy of the Government is
1o tax the worker by forcing him to hecome
a member of a union before he ean get a
job, and, as has heen pointed out, that i
practically taxing the rest of the communify
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by transferring Gd. a week from the Goveri-
ment to Beaufort-street, The seeond Par-
liament of the State ¢om collect 6d. o week,
but its members cannot contribule anvthing
to the revenue of the eountry. So I am op-
posed to the exemptions as proposed in the

Bill.

Hon. J. T. Franklin: By Beanfort-sireet
you mean the firsi Parliament.

Hon. G. W. MILES: Perhaps it is. The
Chief Secretary also made reference {o our
deficit of last vear under the Mitchell Gov-
ernment, and the amount raised by loan.
The estimated deficit in 1931-32 was
£1,360,000 and in 1932-33 the Government
budgeted for a deficit of £765,000. The
present Giovernment are budgeting for a
deficit of £750,000, which, T elnim, is not a
sufficient reduction. The defieit at the very
most should have been half a million. The
Chief Secretary also said—

In the cireumstances, the Loan Council made
the shortage good.  They eannot be expeeted
to repeat this too often, and they eertainly
would not nssist usg on a big scale. It must be
remembered, too, that cvery loan raised means
an additional charge on revenue,

That is a point I wish to emphasise. Nuo
inrther loan money should be raised unless
it be raised for reproductive works. The
improvement of the river foreshore is out
af place altogether during the present crisis;
the wmoney eould more profitably be used to
carey out mueh-needed sewerage works
which would he reproductive, since eventu-
ally a sewage farm could be established
where stoek could be fattened. It could
Le made a quaranting area where cattle
from the North eould be taken direct from
Robb’s Jetty and fattened for the market.
I hope.the Government will consider this
point, and lwing to an end the work of
heautif¥ing the foreshore in the vieinity of
the Causeway. 1 do nni know what visitorz
will think when ther see money being spent
in that dirveetion. We are a debtor country
and we are getting further into debt eaci

vear. Next yvear we shall have to find an-
other £135,000 to pay interest on the
loan and anticipated  defieit  of  this
vear. Where is5 it going to end? 1t
is like the snowball which inereases in
size as it moves along. [ was sur-

prised to hear seme members congratulat-
ineg the Govermment on their having been
able fo rnise in the Bastern States more
money that it was passible for the previous
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Government io serure. As 1 have already
pointed out. it means inereasing the burden
of public debi to the extent of ancther £3
per head. The whole system will have to
be aliered; it cannot go on. The Chiet See-
retary himself =aid this— .

Lavish amd extravagant loan expenditure is
to be condemned; hut Joan expenditure in times
of stresz, to relieve hunger and want, in return
for work done—provided the work produces
something of real heuefit to the State—is a
line of policy which shonld disarm the criticism
of every thoughtful person,

I maintain that the work heing carvried out
on the river foreshore is not prodacing any-
thing of real henefit to the State. There are
other directions in which the expenditure of
money could be employed which would he
reproduetive.  There is one move quotation
1 shonld like to make from the Chief Seere.
tary’s gpecch.  He asked whether we should
close down all publie works and allow unem-
ployment, with all its terrors, to spread in
fhe community, paralvsing business with rve-
actions on the State in a hundred forms.
Then the Minister asked whether there was
another alterrative that could be suggested,
and if there was, he would like to hear if.
I interjoeted—"You could effeet further eco-
nomies.” The Chief Seerefary’s answer was
that it wonld be open to me to show how it
was possible to effert further econamies that
would produce a saving of £105,000 per
annmum to meet increased intervest, in addi-
tion fo the amount of the reduction of the
deficit of last vear, funds for which were
supplied hy thie Commonwealth Government
m the form of a lean, I propose to show
where cconomies ean be effected. T shonld
like to ask the Government whether they
have looked very far fo effeet economics.
Have they attempted to do se in the admin-
istration of the affairs of the country? I
fail to see that thex have dome so.  Sir
Edward Wittenoom poinfed to one, and I
aupport very heartily the suggestion he made
i respect of the TUniversity. We cannot
afford to pay £25,000 a year to provide a
free University. Mr. Holmes referred to the
trading concerns, and while T cannot blame
the present Government, I de strongly con-
demn the previous Government who were
in office for three vears, and who also held
office for a considerable time before, for
failing to dispose of the undertakings, That
Giovernment were refurned to power pledged
ta get rid of the trading concerns. and we
were told that thex were a team of husiness
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men!  IE they had been husiness men, they
would have heen able to get rid of the trad-
ing concerns. In Quecensland Mr. Forgan
Smith, the Labour Premier of that State,
has disposed of the trading coneerns. [t
ours had been sold, the sum of £100,000 a
vear amd perhaps more would have becn
saved to the State, and in addition we shouht
have had the henefit of the payment of rates
amd taxes hy the private ownership. This
has been denied the State all along by reason
of Government interference with private
ownership.  In this direction [ an not fnd-
ige fanlt with the Lahour Uovernment; my
complaint is againslt the previous Govern-
ment.

Hon, k. M. Gray: [Md rhey not invife
terders for most of them?

Hon. W..J. Mann: The Government conld
nat give thewn awax even with the State lot-
tovy.

Hon. (v, W, MILES: Any business man
would have found a way of disposing of
them, and if thev had heen disposed of, the
State would have been in a far beiter posi-
tion.

llow. J, Cornell: Even if we had burnt
them down.

Ton, G. W. MILES: Yes, we might have
got rid of them in that way. There is an-
other direction in which economies might he
effccted and that is in connection with Par-
Hament itself. The number of members
should he reduced from 80 to 50 and Min-
igters from wine to six.  Cowmparing the
position with that in Sonth Australia, the
population of which State is 50 per cent.
greater than ours, we find that there the
nuatmber of members is 20 per cent. lower
than the nwumber in Western Australia.
This shows that South Australia economised
in that direction.

Hon. J. Cornell: They did not economise;
they never had a large number of members.

Hon. G, W. MILES: Well they had the
good sense not to over-man their Parliament,
and so it is not costing so much to adminis-
ter Sounth Australia as it costs to administer
Western Australia. That is an economy that
should be effected in this State.

Hon. T. Moore: Are their deficits lower
than ours?

Hon. (. W. MILES: That does not mat-
ler: it is no reason why we should squander
money on our members of Parliament and
pay them a salary of £480 per annum,
whereas South Australia pays only £360.
The Government have not economised as
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thev should have done during this erisis; it
waz the duty of Parliament to set the people
an exmnple, Savings arising from ecconomies
in Parliament would have heen at least
£14000 per anvum, which would have paid
interest on a quarter of a million of money 1
congratulate the Minister for Employment
upon having appointed the Economie Coun-
cil, which 1 am sure will do good work. Alsu
I congratulate Mr. HMill, the ex-Labour Pre-
mier of South Australia, who during the de-
pression was one of the first of the Premiers
to form a committee of business men to ad-
vise him as {o where economies could he
effected in the administration of his State.
If the Government would appoint tlree ov
four business men as a eommittee to reor-
ganise the CGovernment departments, there
should he effected a saving of at least
£30,000 per annunm. T hope the Government
will take a note of that and see whether a
great saving could not be brought about.

Hon. J. Cornell: They have started upon
it in respect of the Agvienltural Bank.

Hon, (. W, MILES: Again, there has
been ton much political influence exercised in
our railway administration. The railways
should be freated ns a business undertaking
instead of, as in the past, having railways
constructed for party political purposes.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Do vou include the
Marble Bar railway in that?

Hon. G. W. MILES: That line was eon-
structed long hefore my time, and in orden
to develop a territory.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: What are we to do
with it now?

- Hon. G. W, MILES: I will tell von. The
so-called business men in the late Ministry
could not frame any poliey, but allowed
motor transport to come in and compete
with the railways. What effort did they
make to eombat it? They sat down and did
absolutely nothing. I hope the Labour Gov-
ernment will take a stand in regard to the
administration of the railways. The Com-
missioner of Railways for a number of vears
has been trying to get erude oil coaches for
the railways, but the late Government of so-
called business men could not find the money
for the purpose. Had those coaches heen
introduced it would have heen possible to
withstand the motor transport, and on out-
back lines where trains run only once or
twice a week a hetter service could have heen
given at lower cost. The Marble Bar railway
certainly would confribute to the interest and
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sinking fund if suel coaches were running
over that line. The railways have their eapi-
tal cost and their stafls to earry, and have
10 ran frains every day hetween Perth
and  Fremantle:  they have their over-
head expenses all the time. Had they eut
their fares to 9d. or 1s. return, they would
not have aliowed the buses to get control in
the metropolitan area, It is mnch better {o
have a train eavrying 200 or 300 passengers
at 1s. a time than to have it running empty.
I hope the Government will take that point
into eonsideration. The shipping companies
are doing it. They have their capital cost
of ships and their overhead expenses, and to-
day we find them filled with tourists and
running to Noumea at a rate equal fo 15s. per
passenger per day. The State ships run
tourist trips up to Darwin, hut they have
not reduced the rates in accordance with the
times. On the other hand the occan ships
running to Singapore have reduced faves
Zrom £1 per day to 13s. per day. It is well
known that it costs only 3s per day to feed
A passenger,

Hoen. J. Nicholson: How much does it
¢ost to run the steamer?

Hon. G. W. MILES: The steamer has to
run in any case. That 1s a niee interjection
to come from the hon. member. The trouble,
is fhat the government of the eountry has
heen run by men like the hon, member who
interjected.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. G. W. MILES: The railways have to
run all the time and the eapifal eost is al-
ways there. Every passenger at 1s. a time
wouldl mean extra revenue, instead of the
trains being run empty. If we had erude-
oil coaches they eonld run every 10 or 15
minutes. The State ships have an itinerary
and are compelled to run with the mails, and
so it is hetter to fill the ships instead of hav-
ing only 10 or 20 passengers in them,

Han. J. Cornell: Better for the bar, anv-
how.

Hon. G. W, MILES: There has been n
strike in some of the ships, and passengers
will not go near the bar. However, those
are points which I hope the Government will
consider; if they had a committee of busi-
ness men to advise them, these eonecerns,
which the Government must run, would he
put on an improved hasis. Another point:
[ am glad to see on the Notice Paper an
amendment to the effect that a proposed
railway shall he huilt by contract, not by day
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labour. That is another method of erono-
mising on hehalf of the taxpayers. I hope
that a further amendment will he added in-
strueting the Government that any increased
value given to the land by the construetion
of the line shall be eredited to the railways
capilal account, Had that bheen done
throughout  Australia, instead of the
Governments using the land revenue
as  general revenue, the mailwavs ecapi-
tal  account would have heen  writ-
ten down and the producers would have
heen able to get their goods earvied at rea-
sonahle freights, while the railways would
have heen able to compete with motor trans-
port. Mr. Williams referred to the bring-
ing down of interest, and Mr. Holmes point-
ed out that if we could get our interest down
hy one-half per eent. and our loans convert-
ed to the lower rvate, it would save us
£400,000 per annum. I agree with both
those members, but I do not agree with the
socialists, who want te tax the thrifty man
and the lionest worker for the henefit of thd
waster and the loafer. The AJLP. lavq
pointed out to the Federal Government thaf
if they would do away with the property
tax the interest rate would he vedneced:
1 think the purposze of the recent eonfer.
ence hetween Commonwealth Ministers aid
the bankers of Anstralia was to gei an as-
suranee from the banks, and that the banks
suid they would willingly do it, but it they
have to eolleet the extra revenue and hand
it to the Government to squander, they will
not bring down their rates. If the Govern-
ment would but economise, the rate of in-
terest wonld antomatically come back, Cer-
tainly the only way to get down the inierest
rate is to cheapen the eost of government.
The duplication of services, Commonwealth
and State, has to be adjusted. As the Pre-
micr pointed out at the recent confervnce,
it is not necessary to seccde in order to get
justiece done, If the Federal members of
PParlinment would hut have a little sense,
all would be weil. But they have gone on
with their taxation until the Commonwealil
now has a surplus of 3% millions, although it
is known that a considerahle amount of Fed-
eral income tax has not heen collected for
the last year. The result is that the
public servants are demanding to have
their salary cut restored. 1f the TFed-
eral Government would repeal the in-
come tax and the land tax, the Bud-
rrets of the several States could be balanced
without taking any move from the people.
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It would be one of the best things that
could happen to Australia, [ undersiand
it is proposed that some of those altera-
iions shall be made during the next session
of the Federal Parliament. Furtiaer econo-
mies in a small way could be effected. For
mstanee, T have been told that there have
been fewer deaths during the depression
than in normal times. 1t may have been
that people could not afford to go to doe-
tors. However, T am certain there has heen
less litigation than in normal fimes, Re-
cently we have had a magistrate retire on
the score of age limit, another uppointed
to his place, and a third 1o fill the position
of the second man. Tf the Government
would but look avound, they would fim}
ithat  competent  magistrates in  the
metropolitan  area are to-day dealing
will eases at the rate of one a minute.
Frobably one or another of these mayis-
trates could be spared temporarily to
take the position at Albany and so save the
State £600 a vear. The Licensing Court
has done uzeful work and fulfilled the oh-
jeet for which it was appointed. The late
Government should have abolizshed that
court. I am not eriticising the recent ap-
pointments, but certainly they should not
have heen made, for if the present CGovern-
ment were looking for economics, they
could have left it to the chairman of the
Court to ecarry on,
Hon. J. Cornell:
cost of the Court.

Hon. Gi. W. MILES: Either way, it is
a tax on the people. We could not expect
the present Government to abolish the Ar-
bitration Uourt, but if they were looking for
economies they could have done away with
the two extra men on the bench, and so
saved perhaps £1,200 per annum. Again,
if the Workers’ Compensation Act were
amended, something like £200,000 per an-
num would be saved to industry. We
vannot atford to pay more for an eye, a
itand, or a limb than any other State in
the Commonwealth ean. Tf we were put on
Lthe same hazis, that saving could be effected.
Work would be ereated, and industry would
move back more guickly into prosperity than
it would otherwize do. Borrowing will not
get us out of the wood, but will put a fur-
ther millstone aronnd our necks, The Chicf
Secretary made a strong point about the
money the Government have to find com-
pared with that which was available to the
previous (iovernment, owing to the deficit,

The public pays the
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and the loans raised last year. He antici-
pated that £105,000 more would he required
this year than was required last year. What
will happen next vear, when the same Gov-
ernment are in power, with the money they
are horrowing now? A further £130,000 or
£140,000 will he required, making a total
of approximately £240.000 that we shail
have to find next year. We must cail
a halt, and make cfforts fo balance om:
Budget next year. If we cun do that, we
can expect our ereditors to reduce the rafe
o¥ interest, which would mean a saving of
hundreds of thousands of pounds to the
taxpayers. All these economies run into
about £167,000. In the case of the State
trading concerns the economy is £100,000,
the civil service £30,000, the University
£20,000, Parliament £14,000, the Licensing
Court £1,200, the Arhitration Court £1,200,
and magistrates £600, If the business com-
mittee I snggest were appointed, I think
these savings could be douhled.

The Honorary Minister: How do you
aceonnt for the £100,000 in the ease of the
State trading coneerns?

Hon, G. W. MILES: Through the money
the Government are losing by inecompetent
management. If private enterprise were
allowed to earry on the trading, the Gov-
ernment would be able to colleet rates and
taxes from the people concerned.

Hon. J. Cornell: Did the hon. member
include the Wvndham Meat Works?

Hon, G. W. MILES: Yes: the works
would be better in the hands of private
enterprise.

The Honorary Minister: Do you think
any private company would take them over?

Hon. G. W. MILES: I think so. A pro-
position will probably be submitted to the
Ciovernment to take over those works as well
as part of the Noxth, which previous Gov-
craments have not been able to handle. T
do not know whether the Government scheme
for the unemploved will answer the purpose,
but T do know that many men will not wori
Lecause they ean get more out of susten-
ance. A forinight ago an advertisement
was inserted in the paper for a man who
could milk a few cows and handle pigs
Only two men applied, and ene of them was
a half-caste. People talk about thonzands
or men heing out of employment, and ahout
the difficulty of finding work for them, lnt
1 have tramped the strcets in an endeavour
to et a good man, have wvisited a Iabnuy
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burcau, and have been unable to find any-
hody suifable.

The Honorary Minister: Why?

Hon. G, W. MILES: No suitable man was
forthcoming.

Hon. E. H, Gray:
offering 10s, a week.

Hon, G. W. MILES: No statement wis
made about the wage, and no man was avail-
shle for the job.

Hon. E. H. Gray: That 15 why no one
applied.

Hon. G. W. MILES: A good deal of un-
employment is due to agitators. In Fre-
mantle T know that boys have refused work
at 10s. a week and their keep—better keep
than, in many cases, they have had in their
lives. Members representing the West Pro-
vinee engourage them to go on refusing work,

The Honorary Minister: How many cases
of that kind are there?

Hon. . W. MILES: I eannot say, but
we should not have members of the Legis-
fative Council encouraging the unemployed
in this attitude.

The Fonorary Minister: We are not do-
ing so.

Flon. G. W. MILES: By their interjec-
tions they are. The inference is that the hoys
ave worth more than 10s. a week and theit
keep. It is no wonder we eannot get people
back to work, I interjected some days ago
that the wnemploved conld be emploved de-
stroying vermin. There are foxes, dingoes,
eagles, and rabbits, which constitute a men-
ace to the whole community. Tt is a national
calamity that rabbits should be over-run-
ning the ecountry. 1 have asked the Chief
Seeretary to constder whether a number of
the anemploved could not he put on to de-
stroxing vermin. subsidised hy the Govern-
ment out of the unemployment fund. That
would he rendering a service to the pro-
dueers, wonld lead to more production, and
more work for the railways and the wharf
lumpers. T know the Government ean do
nothing with regard to Australian wire net-
ting. We are obliged to use it, whereas
England supplies South Afriea and New
Zealand at £9 a ton less than we have to
pay. While the Melhourne poliey continues
toe builld up artifieial seeondary industries,
the prodacer will continne to be penalised.
and will he driven off the land. Tf he is
driven off the land, God help the man in
the city! Instead of the Government paying
sustenance, when they cannot afford to pax
even the hasic wage, a scheme should he

Perhaps you were
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brought inte foree whereby men could be
employed by farmers, as was done two or
three vears ago. It is heyond me why the
Mitchell Govermnent gave up that scheme.
Thousands of men could be usefully em-
ploved on Farms, and would receive 10s. a
week and keep; but that scheme was drop-
ped. The money in this case could also be
drawn from the unemplovment fund. These
men would be producing a national asset
and an exportable commodity. Thev wouldl
alsn be providing more freight for the rail-
ways and more work for the lumpers. I
hope the Government will again introduee
that system. I am absolutely opposed to the
retrospeciive clause of the Bill. Of course
the Government must get this revenue. In
June, 1930, T advocated the introduction of
a4 G6d. emergeney tax. Had that been im-
posed, we would have had a liability of
£2,000,000 less than we have to-day. 1 can-
not support the assessment Bill in its pre-
sent form. 1 shouid like to see a graduate:d
tax vising from 1d. in the pound. I would
go as far as Mr, Williams proposed and zay
that if we could get from the Government
an assurance that they would effect all
possible economies, that the money would
be used to balanee the budget instead of
heing squandered on unreproductive works.
and it the Government would guarantee
not to interfere with the 2215 per cent. re-
duction uantil the Budget was balanced, they
could rely upon my support for a graduated
tax to bring in a substantial amount of
reventie.

The Honorary Minister: But not this tax.

Hon. G. W. MILES: No. T do not be-
Heve in the exemptions contained in the
Biil. We must effect further econemies, al-
thou~h for the time heing we must get more
revenue in order to halance the budget. [
want to sec the budget halanced, and,
thongh T do not think that ean be done this
year, it should be done next vear.  The
only way fo bring that about is for every-
ene to contribute towards the general funds.
Let us bhe consistent. We should not say
we do not want to tax this person and that
person, the man on the breadline, and then
allow the union secrefaries to collect 4d. or
6d. a week to pay into the Trades Hall for
the croation of a politieal fund.

Heon. F.. H. Gray: That is only a bogey.

Hon. G. W. MILES: Tt is not a bogey.
It is a faet. T should like to see all taxation
consolidated and simplified.  This could
be done i the Government procured
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the right man o assist and advise them, W
could have one tax iv cover the emergency
tax, tie hospital tax and the inecome ax. 1
must be arvanged on a graduated basis, and
must come from the incomes source.
Then all the Tuxation Department would
have fto do would he to deal with the
empioyer. .\ =aving of irom 30 w 30 per
cent. could be effected in the cost of run-
ning the Taxation Department. 1 hope that
puint will he taken inio consideration. 1
congratulate the Chief Seeretary on the in-
formation he gave to the House just now.
This is the first occusion on which it has heen
done since I have been in Parlinment. 1
think every member appreciates his courtesy
in replying in detail to the arguments put
up by them on the Address-in-reply, and on
the Supply Bill. [ think I have made my
position clear. Other members have spoken
about the anomalies which exist to-day in
regard to the definition of “directors” and
“salavies.” I the Bill reaches the Con-
mittee stage, 1 hope it will he amended i
that direction, [ cannot see why it Is neces-
sary for the House to carry the second read.
ing. 1f we rejeet the Bill, it will oniy put
us back to where we were. The assessment
Bill will stild remain, and the Government
will have to reeast their taxation measure.

Hon. J. Cornell: Bring down another Lill.

Hon. G. W, MILES: I do not think that
would be neeessary If the Bill goes through
I hope it will be drastically amended in Com-
ntittee. Tndeed it would be betfer to rejeet it.
The Government know what we are prepared
to do. The majority of members are agreed
that the Government must have revenne. I
should like to see the whole thing put
through as quickly as possible. Time is
getting on, and the Government will only
be able to collect the tax for nine months
instead of ten months. They will require to
ot increased revenue somewhere. 1 hope
ihe matter will be finalised before long.
Whilst it is eosting £450 a minute, day and
right, to run Australia, we ecannot hope to
carry on. I trust the Government will take
into consideration the economies T have men-
tioned. T thev would appoint a business
commiftee—I think three men would be suffi-
cient-—they could he induced to act in an
honorary eapacity, They could then go
into every department and advise the Gov-
ernment as to the economies that should b=
effected. This would probably lead to a
saving of two or three hundred thousand
pounds per annum.
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HON. G. FRASER {West) [3.43): As
the first Government supporter to speak in
support of the Bill, I wish to rvemark that
Government supporters have not risen pre-
viously because of the fact that there has
heen no suhstantial oepposition te the
measure,

Hon, J. J. ohnes: Mr. Williams iz one
of your party, and he opposed the Bill.

Hon. G. FRASER: My, Willinms eon-
chuded by saying that he would veote for the
measure.

Hon. J. Cornell: He said he sapposed
Le would have to.

Hon. G. FRASER: Numerous other mem-
bers have said the same thing. Certainly
they pointed out varions features whick they
thought needed amendment, but at the samn
time they stated theiv intention of support-
ing the second reading. Consequently there
was no need for any Government supporter
io rise in defence of the Bill.

Hon, E. 0. Harris: What brought vou
up, then?

Hon. (. FRASER: Because this is one
of those Bills on which one does not care
to record a silent vote. I do not suppose
that at any time a member will support a
taxing Bill with enthusiasm, espeeially one
that doubles the tax upon limself. The
opposition to the Bill so far is based on the
graduation of the proposed tax. Mr. JMiles
expressed himself to that effeet.

Hon. G. W. Miles: T want to pet hack tol
the £1 a week.

Hon. ¢+, FRASER: The hon. member
stated later in his speech that he would
favour a graduated fax.

Hon. 6. W, Miles: Starting at £1 a weck.

Hon. G. FRASER: All the epposition fo
the measure has arizen from the exemptions,
which are to be raised. T have not heard
from any hon. member any justifieation for
opposing the Bill on the ground that incomes
of £1 or £2 a week should he taxed.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Is there any reason
why those who receive such incomes should
pay 6d. a week fo the unions?

Hon. G. FRASER: Yes, if they arve get-
ting the services of the unions.

Hon. V. Hamersley: What ahont the ser-
vices of the State?

Hon. G. FRASER: Fvery member of
the community bears, either direetiy or
indirectly, his share of the cost of vunning
the ecountrv. T have not heard any hon,
member justifyving the taxation of a singld
man earning £1 a week or a married man
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earning £2 a week. Whilst supporting this
measure, I have o few complaints to make.
My main complaint is that the exemptions
are too low and that the groduation does
not go far enough. With Mr. Williams 1
agree on one point, that from £3 per week
onwards should be taxed. There ought to
be no exemption above the £8 a week mark,
To counterbalanee that, 1 would like the
Giovernment fo raise the exemption. An
exemption of 3 10s. is altogether too low.

Hon. E. H. Harris:  You object to a Hat
rate?

Hon, (i, FRASER:

Hon, E. H. Harrts: But you 10 not ob-
ject to a flat rate from £8 upwards.

Hon. G, FRASER: § want the gradua-
tion fo be carried on bevond the £8.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Will yvou move an
amendwent to that effect ?

Hon, G. FRASER: I do not believe in
putting on the Notice Paper an amendnment
which, from the composition ot this Cham-
ber, I know will not be earvied. However,
that does not prevent me from having my
own views on the guestioun, I consider that
in stopping the graduation at £8 the Gov.-
crnment made a great mistake., Numerous
meinbers, and particularly goldfields mem-
berz, have expressed themselves as opposed
to the Bill.

Hon. . H. Harris: They have stated
that the Rill slugs every man on the gold-
fields,

Hon. i, FRASER: VYes; but when the
Bill is boiled down, we shall find that under
it many men will pay less than under the
expired Act. Take the case of the man
earning £3 18z, 6d. a week.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Where?

Hon. (. FRASER: My, Williams told us
that the basic wage of railway employecs
was £3 18s. Gd.

Hon. T. Cornell: £3 11s. Gd.

Hon. €. FRASER: Both £3 11s. 6d. und
£3 18s. Gid. were mentioned. There is also
the £4 6s. for the wminers.

Hon. E. H. Harris: You promised to
recompensze them by taking something off
the 18 per cent.

Hon. G. FRASER: T promised nothing
whatever. Under this Bill the £3 18s. 6d.
man will pay 1s. 3d. per week.

Hon. E. H. Harris: What did he pay
under the other Bill?

Hon. G. FRASER: He paid 1s. Gd.

Hon. E. H. Harris: No; 1s. 8d.

Yes,
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Hon. i, FRASER: Any man carning
over £3 13s. paid the £4 rate, and the £3
rate at 4'.d. in the pound represents 1s,
Gd. Under thiz Bill ~uch a man will pay
1s. 4d., or 2d. less per week. The man on
€1 1ls, 6. will pay 2Vad. more per week.

loen. E. H. Harris: And the wmajority
will pay ihat rate.

llon. G. FRASER: The majority, the
men on £4 65, will pay ouly a few pence
a week more than they paid under the ex-
pired Act

Hon, E. H. Tarris:
they will pay more?

lfon. J. Cornell;
men pay !

Hon, G. FRASLR:
they receive.

Hon, J. Cornell; They reccive 2s. per
week more than the Kalgoorlie men.

The PRESIDENT: Order! 1 mnust ask
lhon. members to allow the hon. member to
proceed with his speech without being eon-
tinually interrupted.

Hon, (i. FRASER: The opposition of
goldfields members is due to the extra cost
to workers in their particular eleetorates.
They favoured Inst session’s measure, which
involved a tax of 414d. in the pound. How-
ever, as ! lave shown, under this Bill
workers will in some instances pay less, and
in other instances 2d. or perhaps 2l4d. per
week morve. When all is said and done,
there is not much difference hetween the two
sets of rates; but there is this distinetion
hetween the two measures, that under the
3ili numerous persons who ean ill-afford to
pay any tax whalever will be esempt. 1t
is mueh casier for the man on £+ Os. per
week to pay a tax of 1s. 6d. or 2s. per weck
than it was for the man on £2 a week to
pay a tax of %d. under the old measure. Oul
of £2 a week, 9d. is a heavy burden, a
much heavier burden than 2s. out of £4
Bs. Whilst T would like to sce men on £4
fis. per week paying less in taxation, T fail
{o see that the difference between the two
measures should arouse so much epposition
to the Bill. Mr. Williams said ke was sorry
Western Australia had not a JMr, Lang, or
some such person. If we had a Mr. Lang
in Western Australia, the tax would not be
4d. or 5d. in the pound, but 1s. in the pound.
and from £1 upwards.

Hon. J. Cornell: But there would be fam-
ily endowment with that.

Youn do admit that
What will the Wiluna

I do not knpw what
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Hon. {i. FRASER: Perhaps so.

Ilon, J. Cornell: 1t is su.

llon. G. FRASER: 2Alr. Wilbams was
dealing with the taxation aspect only, and
I am showing how inconsisient iz his argu-
ment against the Bill when he asks for the
introduction here of soething initinted by
Mr. Lang which would greatly inerease the
burden on the worker. TUnder Mr. Lang's
scheme the man on £4 Gs. 2 week would pay
100 per cent. more than this Bill ealls upon
him to pay. Mr. Willinms said he was dis-
gusted with the Labour Pavty. I am more
disgusted with the hon. member for putting
up such a propesition than he is disgusted
with the party.

1fon. J. Cornell: Mr. Williams was merely
voicing the opinion of his electors.

Hon. . FRASER: That may be so. 1
am veleing my opinion and what I hope is
the opinion of my electors. T trust that the
same thing applies to Mr. Williams,

Ilen, J. Nicholson: Mr. Williams said he
opposed the Bill on behalt of the people he
represents.

Hon. G FRASER: I do not know what
his intentions are, but eertninly his argument
was lopsided when he asked for the intro-
duction of Mr Lang's mmeasure into this
State. L hardly think that measure would pe
acecptable to Mr. Williams' constituents, I
trust hon. members will earry the sceond
reading and let the Bill go through as print-
ed. It is too much for me to hope that they
would agree to extend graduation beyvond £8
per week,

Hoa. G. W. Miles: Ave vou speaking on
Lehalf of vourself or on behalf of the Gov-
ernment?

Hon. G. FRASER: T am spenking on be-
half of mxself and on behalf of the unfor-
tunate persons whom the money to he raised
by this faxation will assist. T have to sink
my personal feelings, which would lead me
to vote against the measure.

Hon, E. H, Harris: Do vou suggest that
vou are caucus-bound in that respect?

Hon. G. TRASER: T have said nothing
about eaucus.

Hon. E. H. Harris: I am suggesting that
vou are ecaucus-bound when you talk like
that.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hou. G. FRASER: I prefaced my re-
narks by saying that on account of the num-
her of unemployed workers whom the Bill
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wonid assist, I would sink my own personal
feelings, which would canse me to veject the
Bill. 1 shall vote for it because of the great
assistanes which the money to be raised under
it vepresents to those in need of assistance.

Hon. E. H. Harris: We have not yet been
told what the money will he used for.

Hon, (. FRASER: The hoi. member
knows that this Bill is, in effect, a continu-
ance of the measure passed last year for the
assistance of the unemployed. I said Jast
session that the only ohjection I had to that
measure was that it did not include a gradu-
ated scale of taxation.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Then would you sup-
port an amendment to tie np the money so
that it eannot be used except for the one
specifie purpose?

Hon. G. FRASER: Tt docs not matter
whether the money js tied up or not. The
money will he used for the one objective; if)
must be used for the one objective. 1Whether
funds come out of Consclidated Revenue or
out of the taxation to be raised under this
Bill is all the same; the money must he
found for the relief of nnemployment, and
in faet a much greater amount will have to
be found. The Bill, if enacted, would pro-
vide approximately £400,000. But £400,000
represenis only a drop in the bucket of the
amount of money which will have to be ex-
pended by the Government in relief of un-
emplovment. The total ameunt is likely to
exceed £2000.000. There is a big gap be-
tween that total and the return from taxa-
tion under the Bill. T understand money
will he berrowed for expendilure on work:
that is rvegarded as ahsolutely essential.
Quite a number of thoze works have alrendy
been listed by the Government. The great
feature of the Bill is that the money raised
by meaus of the tax will enahle those people
who have heen in dire distress for vears past,
to live under slightly more comfortalble con-
ditions. By the expenditure of moncy raised
by means of the financial emergency tax and
by the expenditure of loan moneys, people
who have been practically dependent upon!
charitv for the last few vears, will be able
to live under more satisfactorvy econditions:.
Although the Government have met require-
ments from the standpoint of food supplies:
the hig problem confronting the unemployed;
particularly during the past two or three
vears, has heen the replenishment of cloth-
ing and household requirements and the
maintenance of a roof over ihe heads of
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their families. One of the greatesi fears of
the unemployed is that of eviction from thein
homes, Many landlords during the time of
stress have been rather lenient, but there
are some who demand their pound of flesh.
The passage of the Bill into law will place
many of those unfortunate people in a more
satisfactory position from the standpoint of
maintaining their homes.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall : T}d not the Tenants,
Purchasers and Mortgagors’ Relief Aecf
Amendment Aet, passed last session, prove
of use to the unemployved?

Hon. G. FRASER: The legislation was of
some use, hut relief was not aecorded those
we largely had in mind when it was agreed.
to. Of what use to a man who has heen ont
of work for upwards of two vears, is the
right to go to a court and secure exemption’
for six weeks or a couple of months? The
practice has grown up for ngents and land-
lords to demand from persons desivous of
renting premises, the presentation of a ¢lean,
sheet from the applicants’ previous Iand-
lords. TIf they eannot produce clean sheets,
they cannot seecure the premises they desire.

Hon. E, H. H, Hall: Could not the men
who have heen out of work two wvears, ay
vou gay, apply for extensions?

Hon. G. FRASER:
stances,

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: What will
be the ultimate fate of 2 man in the position
vou have indieated?

Tlon. G. FRASER : Unless legislation such
as that under diseussion he agreed to, en-
abling work to be financed, T will not
prophesy what will happen to men in such
a position. With the imposition of the
financial emergeney tax, plns other expendi-
ture by the Government, men will be able
to earn sufficient money to tide them over
the period they will have to stand down
from employment under the Government
scheme.

Hon. J. Nicholson: How will that enable
such men to earn money?

Hon. G. FRABER: The imposition of the
financial emergency tax, combined with the
finaneing of other Governmental activities,
will enable it to be done.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Bat how will this Bill
enable that to be done?

Hon. G. FRASER : The hon. memher must
realise that, by permission of the President,
we are able to discuss, in this debate, the two

Yes, in some in-

.
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Bill: relating to the imposition of the tax.
Tt we do not agree to the taxation and we
cut £400,000 aif Government revenue, loan
expenditure will be enrbed proportionately.

Hon. J. Nichol-on: If last yvear's legisla-
tion be re-cnacted, the Government will not
lose €400,000. That was the course suggested
by My, Holmes.

Hon. (. FRASER.: No, hut that will nof
alford relief to those who require it. The
course suggested would merely perpetnate
what we objected to last year. A man who
carned £2 wonld have to pay a tax of 9d. a
week.

Hon. G, W, Miles: Who said o?

Hon. G. FRASER: If one may infer any-
thing from the speeches that have been de-
livered =o Ffar, that is the suggestion. Tt was
proposed that we should re-enact last year's
measure.

Hon, G. W. Miles: A number of members
are preparved to support a graduated tox.

Hon. G. FRASER : I have not heard them
say so.

Hon. J. Cornell: I said I would.

Member: I said so, too.

The PRESIDENT: Order! I must ask
han., members to permit Ar. Frazer to pro-
ceed. His spceeeh has developed into what
resembles a Committee discussion, and the
debate should proceed on the prineiples of
the Bill.

Hon, G, FRASER: T have hitle more to
add bheyond asking members to pass the Bill
not hecausc they approve of i, but becanse
of the good thaf its passage will mean to
many unfortunate people. That good will
he aceomplished by the Governinent through
the expenditure of the money that will be
made available. So far as I ean gather from
the attitude adopted by members, T should
say that they would prefer the re-introdue-
tion of the tax of 41%4d. in the pound on a
fiat rate. I ask them to imagine the position
of a2 man in receipt of £2 n week faced wiih
the responsibility of maintaining his home
and supporking his family, That man will
have to pay a tax of 9d. a week. That nay
noi; represent a large sum to the avernge in-
dividual who is earning a good salary, out
it is a large amount to the man who has to do
50 much with his small wage of £2 a weck.
1 hope the House will take a long view, and
pass both this and the taxing Bill in the
form in which they have been presented.
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HON, V. HAMERSLEY (East) [6.8]:
I do not approve of the Bill, and shall vote
againzt the ceeond reading. You, Mr. Pre-
sident, have heen good enongh to allow mem-
hers to discuss the taxing measure as well
as the assessment Bill on the present ocea-
sion. In faet, zome of us are more or less
in donbt as to whiclt Bill we are really sup-
posed to be dealing with. One ix so wrap-
ped up in the other that it is diflieule to
Giseriminate hetween them in considerirg
some of the arguments that have heen
advanced. Tt has been suggested thoi
it we defeat the Rill, we will interfere with
the raizing of a large amount ol money that
the {Government expect to secure under the
taxing Bill. The only phase hefore ws ot
piresent, so far as [ can guther, is the in-
creasing of the exemption from 21s. {o £2
a week.

Hon. Sir Edward Witlenoom: If we re-
jeet the present Bill, we can amend the other
Bill.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : [n my opinion,
there 1s ample scope for amendment in the

taxing Bill as well as in the assess-
ment Bill. If the assessment Bill he
rejected, we shall have the origi-

nal financial emergency tax legislatior. to
work oun. The Ac¢t I have in miud is on
the statnte-book now, and it remnins there
until it is replaced by an amending iaxing
Bill. I do not see why Parliament should
have been azked to increase the exemptions
havond the figure indiented in the Financial
Emergeney  Tax  Asseszment  Aet,  The
exemption speeified  there—21s.—ijs  fair.
The people have a voiee in the election of
the Government, who will have the right to
spend money collected by means of this tax-
ation, and surely evervone should ke ex.
pected to pay, keeping in mind the exemp-
tion T have referred to.

Hon, G. Fraser: The people have not un
equal vote in the election of members of
thiz Chamher.

Hon. E. H. Gray: The wyoung people
would be taxed under vour scheme and yet
have no representation in Parliament,

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY: The pasition
was very satisfactory in the past, when the
people had to pay for their education, and
I ean remember children bringing their four.
pences to sehool and handing them to the
teacher, Anyone in receipt of pay from the
Crown in any form at all was deprived of
the right te vote at elections.  We hare
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made tremendous strides sinee those days,
antd the people have enjoyed many rights
and privileges formerly denied to their pre-
decessors. In the cireumstances, I think the
exemption of 21s. a week speeified in the
Assessment Aet on the statute-book is low
enough, but the Government ask us to raise
the exemption considerably. Is it not
rational that we should expect single per-
sons to pay something towards this taxa-
tion, espeeially as they have a voice in the
moulding of the Government of the country.
Their vote is of equal value to that of mar-
ried people who have so many additional
responsibilities to shounlder. 3lany persous
eame to Western Australia in the old days
and spent their lives in developing and huild-
ing up the resources of the State. Then
others drop in from nowhere, remain here
for six months and then have an equal voice
in determining how the State shall he gov-
erned and how our revenue shall be ex:
pended.

Sitiing suspended from (.15 1o 7.30 p.m.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: A person who,
after coming into the eountry, exercises =
reasonable amount of thrift, can gualify and
secure a vote for this House. It is quite o
proper precaution to have that safeguard
and not throw away votes for this Chamber
quite so casually as for another place. Any-
one exercising n little thrift and investing
a small amount of eapital in this country
has an equal vote for this Chamber with
anyone else.

Hon. &. Fraser: The only qualification n
woman can have is a separate estate from
her hushand’s.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: Women have
rights in property and many of them have
qualified to vote for this Flouse. It has been
remarked that the action of the Government
in asking us te approve of this Bill is in
effect asking us to sign a blank cheque. [
sgree with that remark. We should have
had before us the Estimates of revenue and
expenditure for the vear, hefore heing asked
to pass the Bill. We are asked to vote on
the blind, to give the Government £388,000,
and we are at lenst entitled to know how the
moncy i3 to be spent. Whether due to the
vote on seeession or to the faet that the
finances of the Commonwealth have Dleen
more buovant, the Government have not
been subjected to the stringent rules laid
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down by the Loan Couneil when the Mitchell
Government were in oflice.  The present
Government have a larger amount of funds
at their disposal ithan had their predeces-
sors, and it is astonishing that they should
desire to raise more than the previous Gov-
ernment regnirved for the extra serviees tv
keep sustenance men in employment and
carry on works in different parts of the
countryv. 1t has been suggested that legis-
lation will be introduced to enable road
boards to borrow more money and spend it
in their distriets.
Hen, B. H. Gray: A good idea, too.

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY : I do not agree.
The people are alveady taxed by the Federal
and Stote Governments and by the loeal
nuthorities, and many are complaining that
their rates have been going up while the ro-
turns from their property have been going
down, and that they ave not now receiving
encugh from their properties to pay their
rutes. If we cxtend the borrowing powers
of loeal authorities the result will be unfor-
tunate for those who have invested money in
property for the bhenefit of the community,
believing that thus invested it would be safe.
No one lLenefits more by such investments
than the man on the hottom rung of the
ladder, the man for whom everybody at pre.
sent seems to have extremely great sym:
pathy. Much employment is ereated by the
investment of money by private enterprise.
If we close down on that, it will be a sorry
day for those who look for a living from th.
work provided by the timber trade, building
trade and other businesses brought into
being by the expenditure of money on behalf
of thrifty people. The Government arve
quite prepared to exiract the £388,000 from
the taxpavers while granting wide exemp-
tions to the lower paid seetion of the rom-
munity. The proposal of a tax on a sliding
seale seems to have caught the ear of many
people. T have taken out some figures that
¥ should like to place on record because T
helieve that many people have no idea of the
amount of taxation certnin sections are al-
ready hearing. When a sliding seale is pro-
posed, such as that provided for in this Bill,
we should study the effect of it. When pass-
ing any measure we should consider not only
the immediate effect, hut the prohable ulti-
mate result. Tn addition to the financial
cmergeney tax now proposed, people have
to pay hospital tax, State income tax and
Federal income tax. The following figures
show what a single person who has invested
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hiz money in property will have to pay by
wayv of taxation:—-
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Financial
emergensy

Income.

Hon.

see that in
stances on the higher income, more than halt

members wil} many  in-
is paid by way of taxation. The reason I
have gnofed these figures is hecause it is
claimed we are making wonderful exemp-
tions for all thoze people who ave on the
Lottom rung of the ladder.

The Tonorary Minister: Ave not the fig-
ures you have quoted very misleading?

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: The figures 1
have queted are the amounts that many peo-
ple have to pay.

The Honorary Minister: Quote the faxa-
tion on salaries, not incomes?

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: The figures I
have quoted are not the taxes paid by per-
sons on salaries. The people we are mostly
coneerned ahout are those who invest monev
in this country, and I undersiand it is the
desire of the State and Federal Govern-
ments to induce people to invest money
here. Does the hon, member think we can

ran this country merely with people wha

are drawing salaries?

Hon, J. J. Holmes: Yon have not said
anything about the twe land taxes that are
paid.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : No, the figures
I have quoted do not represent the toials
paid by way of taxation.
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Hon. J, Nicholson: What the Honorary
Minister means is that vour Hgures do not
represent the taxes levied on incomes the
rezult of personal exertion.

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY: | could have
quoted those figures if it was desived to have
them,

The Honorary Minister: T object 1o mis
leading information.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : It is not mis-
leading in any way. The ligures I have
uoted are those with which evervone to-duy
is voneerned.

The Honorvary Minister: Not at all,

Hen, V, HAMERSLEY : Weli, T am. and
s0 are many others who have worked very
hard for many years and who are on the
verge of bankruptey through taxation. Now
the present Government tell wus that there
are to he exemptinns and consideration
shown to persons with small incomes, It is
not necessary for me to repeat what has
already been said on hehalf of the in=ur-
ance companies. Figures have heen quoted
in this House showing that saving- en-
Linsted to these companies must he invested
in hona fide and safe channels. I have
yuoted the larger incomes to show that in-
dividuais or companies drawing thoxe =ums
pay more than 1Us. in the pound by way of
taxation. Fortunately, under the Bill we
ure discussing, the sliding seale stops at 9d ;
it has a little conscience to that extent. But
all the same it is an appalling tux. The
flat rate of 4Ld. was a very fair and rea<on-
able tax. Evervhody recognized that the
State had to he carried over a serious period,
ael evervbody contributed, whether (hey
had £1, £5, £500 or £3,000, and they knew
exactly where they were. We who are em-
ployers had no diffienlly in working out the
rate that had to he paid by each of the in-
dividuals we employed. Under the proposed
tax, we shall all have to go into varieus ques-
tions and te find out whether a man iz mar-
ried or single, what he earned during 2 pre-
vious engagement, and all the rest of it.

Hon. (. Fraser: That will not affect you.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: It will. What
about tlte man shearing one week and doing
something else the next week?

Hon. ¢ Fraser: You only deduct the tax
from what vou pay him.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : Now T shall not
know whether the man I employ is to pay
4d., 5d., 6d., or 7d. T want to get on with
my job and not to hold post-mortems every
week with my emplovees. The proposed tax
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will involve the whole commnunity in a trving
time; in fact, it will mean that emplovers
ol labour will have to engage someone fo
make the enleulations for them. It must not
be lorgotten that most of our work in the
country is seasonal. 1t will be neeessary

for us to ecaleulute how much has been
earned during, say, a contract. Why
should we be pur to all that worry?

1 um not going to have it. L wonld be
more inclined to stop and say I was not
going on. 1 am to be held responsible if I
make a miscaleulation. Buat then the man
has gone.

The Henorary Minister: You are nof re-
sponsible for a contractor.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : Then who is?

The Honorary Minister: He, himself.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : Who is to chase
him? The employer is responsible, and has
to colleet from the men. I can see a lot
of employers getiing out, but not all of n:
can get out.  We cannot say whether o man
has carned more somewhere else. Very few
people have any couception of the umouni
of worry and taxation under which the com-
wunity is at present suffering. It is easy
to say they can afford it, but a lot of the
ligures T have quoted are familiar to and
come within the range of a good many in
this Parliament.

Hon. J. Nicholson : Not those weekly eamn-
HIZS.

Hon. A. AL Clydesdale: You must be
speaking for yourself.

Tion. V. HAMERSLEY : No, I am speak-
ing for all those who invest in house pro-
perty and others who breed stock, 1 they
have a good calving or lambing, so many
calves or lambs are taken in on a wvalnation,
But the owner has not the eash, notwith-
standing which it is called income by the
Taxation Department,

Hon. T. Moore: That is not in the Bill.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : But the Bill is
going to touch us all up for gash. The
trouble is that the income of breeders is in
valuation. I know many who have said they
wonld be only too glad to get out. Some
have decided to cease hreeding catile an:l
sheep becanse they eannot stand the valua-
tion, which shows a big income to them,
while any cash they get from sales has fo
go into the coffers of the Government be-
eanse it i= a cash transaetion. Talk about
encouraging people to invest money in this
eountry! Why, the Goverament are doingy
their best to block all development! The
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Insuranuee cvmpaiies and banks, which hold
the savings of a lot of people, are under
very severe trial. The Federal Governmeni
claim that those institutions must reduce in-
terest rates, and the institutions have replied
te the Government, “If yon will give us some
relief from taxation we ean reduce interest,
but whiie we are walied upon to pay these
cnormous sums, it is impossible.” 1t is noz
their money; it is money that has been
handed to them for safe keeping by people
of small

ineomes who are afraid to
invest it themselves, The figures were
gquoted by Mr. Piesse and Mr. Bol-
lon, and T do not wish to repeat

them. All these amounts, coming together in
the aggregate, are to be hit by this 0d. rate.
1 hope we shall give very much more con-
siderntion to these taxing measures befors
we pass them. We talk about finding work
for people. Those with whom I am asso-
ciated wanted a system of bulk handling of
whent, in the installation of whick a tre-
mendous amount of labour would have been
utilised. But the Government have blocked
the work, will not allow private enterprise
tu pul its own money into the scheme. Tt
would bave given a lot of employment to
those in the timber industry, in fact it would
have re-started that industry, and in addi-
tion would have meant a great deal of trafiic
for the Railway Department. But a halt
lias been called, just beecause a few men in
Fremantle complain that it will put them
cut of a job. I remember when it was first
proposed to extend to Toodyay, Northam
and York the railway from Fremantle to
Gtuildford. The feamsters who had to eart
sandalwood and other produce from inland
claimed that if the railway were construecied
they would be out of work. However, the
railway was put down, whereupon the tean-
sters turned to other avenues. Some vears
later teamsters made imoney carting
io and from the goldfields. Then, when in
course of time the goldfields railwny was
proposed, the teamsters declared it would
raean their ruin. However, the railway was
constructed, and the teamsters again found
cther means of employment. The installation
of bulk handling would have resulted in
keeping money within our own eommunity;
but the Labour Government, by restricting
that system of handling, will he eausing
immense sums of money to be sent
te the East for jutes, instead of find-
ing employment for our own men, and
that without any cost to the Government.
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It is this sort of thing that hamstrings
us at every turn, awd [ have no patience
when the swme Giovermoent come along and
place these further impostz on the peaple.
AVe know, of course, that the Government
tequire funds. Personally, 1 hate the idex
of anvhody deelavine that the State <hall
not have anvthing from him: T =ay he owe«
it to the State to contribute his quota. How.
ever, I am sure tlic propo-ed taxation o€,
too far, that a flat rate wonld be intinitely
more preferable fo the sliding seale, and 2o
I will oppose the second reading.

On motion by Hon. W J. Mann, debate
adjourned.

RESOLUTION—SECESSION.

Assembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read asking the (ouncil’s concurrence in
the following resolution passed by the As
sembly:—

That in view of the result of the referendum
taken under the provisions of the Seccession
Referendum Act. 1932, this House is of the
opinion that it i3 the indispensable duty of the
Parliament on hehalf of the peeple of Western
Australia to endeavour by u dutifel address
to His JMajesty and humble applications to
both Houses of the Tmperial Parliament to
procure such legislation by the said Tmperial
Parliament as miy be necessary to effectuate
the withdrawal of the people of the State of
Western Australin from the Federal Commeon-
wealth established under and by virtue of the
provisions of the Commonwealth of Australia
Constitution Aet (Imperial), and that a Joint
Committee of both Houses of Parhiament be
appainted to consider and  recommend what
aetion shall he taken in relation to the prepar-
ation, ecompi-ilon, aml presentation of the
sitid address and the said applications in order
to give effeet to this resolution.

The Assembly has appointed 2 committee «+ F
five members. and requests the Cruneil to ap-
point a committee with a similar number of
wmembers with power to confer with the com-
mitice of the Assembly.

BILL — FREMANTLE MUNICIPAL
TIAMWAYS AND ELECTRIC
LIGHTING ACT AMENDMENT.

In Committee.

Hon, J. Cornell in the Chair: the TTon.
(i, Fraser in charge of the Bill

Clause 1--agreed to.

Clause 2—Authorization of the borrowing
in the United Kingdom of ey repayable
m English currency :

Hon, G. FRASEK: Certain questions
have been azked as to the lenzth of time {for
which the debentures will be issued. 1 am |
intormed by the secretary of the Tramway =
Board that it i3 intended the debentures shall
he i=sued for 10 years, bur may be redeemed
afler four vears. 1 understand they wili
be redeemed in four years if the exchange
iz favourable. If not, they will he alivwed
to go on for the full terw, in the hope thai
within that period the rate ol exehange will
improve from our point of view. The Je-
bentures are issued on the basis of six-
sevenths for Fremantle and one-sevenih for
Faxt Fremantle municipalities.  The vulue
of all the debentures iz approximately
£10,000, and the exchaunge iz equal to ab it
£25490, The aectual cost of the marlinen
it 13 proposed to purchase is £9,800. The
loan will not be a public one, hut will he
arranged with eertain institutions, whick will
advance the wmoney for the purehase of the
materinl to the firms who are supplying it
I think the Yorkshire Insurance Companv
is supplying money direct tv the suppliers,
and a friendly soeiety is providing the bal-
ance.  This 1s a itransaction between the
Yorkshire TInsurance Company and  the
rriendly soeiety, and the sappliers of the
material.

Hon. E. H. Harris: What rafe of interest
will the debentures earry?

Hon. G. FRASER: T have omiited to
ohtain that infermation. The Bill is intre-
duced beeause of a ruling by the Privy
Council. In the case of the Broken Iiill
Proprietary, that tribuna! ruled that the
money had to be paid in Australiun eur-
rency. The suppliers of the material to the
Fremantle Tramways Board are not pre-
pared to aceept the debentures unless this
Bill. providing that the debentures shall he
redeemed  in  Eaglish  eurreney, is put
through.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Mr. Fraser’s ex.
pManation has satisfied me.  The Tramways
Board has been a suecessful concern.  This
iz indicated by the announcement that the
dehenfures will he repaid jn four vears if
the exchange is favourahle. This s the re-
sult of removing coneerns like this “rom
political to municipal control.  Ai one time
there was Eriction as to the method of von-
trol.  We got over the difficulty by jriving
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the East Fremantle owners a repressntative
and the occupiers a representative, and giv-
ing the same privilege to Fremantle, We
made the Mayor of Fremantle the fifth mum-
ber of the board. When the owner Jived

. in his honse he also received a double vot.,
one as oeenpier and one as owner. We tied
up the business s0 well that it has heen a
suceess ever since. 1 am wlad the hoard eosn-
tinnes to make money.

Question put and passed.

Clauses 3, 4, Schedule, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported withoui amendment and the
report adopted.

BILL—GOVERNMENT TRAMWAYS
ACT AMENDMENT.

In Commitice.

Resumed from fthe 16th Aungust. My
Cornell in the Chair; the Chief Seeretary
in charge of the Bill.

Title:

The CHATRMAN: The question iz that
the title stand as printed.

Han. J. T. FRANKLIN: I wish to movu
to insert two new clanses.

The CHAIRMAXN: The hon, member can
only do that after the Bill has been recom-
mitted.

Title put and passed.

Bill reported without amendment.

Recommitial,

On motion by Hon, J. T. Franklin, Bill
recommitted for the purpose of consideving
proposed new clauses.

In Commitlee.

Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Chief
Secretary in charge of the Bill,

New clause:
Hon. J. T. FRANKLIN: T move—

That a new clause be ingerted to stand as
Clause 3, as follows:—The Minister shall pay
to the loeal authorities on whose roads trolley
buses shall run, s and by way of contribution
towards the cost of and expense of keeping
such roads in repair, a sum equal to 20 per
cent. of the actual eost ineurred by such laeal
authorities in keepiog such roads in a proper
state of repair.

[COUNCIL.]

Undev the Tramways Act the (iovernment
maintain the frack for 18 inches on each side
of the outer rails of the tramlines. Not
much expenseg would be involved if this new
clause were passed. The trolley huses would
ran practieally over the whole surface of the
road, from kerb to kerh, The ratepayers of
the city have taken a pride in keeping their
roads in proper condition. There is no
doubt that the trolley buses will add to the
friction upon the surface. This new elause
i brought forward in order to et justice
for the local governing bodies througheut
the metropolitan avea. I hope it will he
agreed to. At the same time I compliment
the Government upon their evident desire to
supply the wants of the travelling publie.

The CHAIRMAN: I am ufraid that this
proposed new elanse 13 veally our old friend
that I ruled out previously. [ now rule that
this new clause, like its predecessor, i5 not
one that can pozzihly e moved in this House
or in this Bill.

Hon, .J. T, FRANKLIN: I shall not dis-
pute your ruling, Mr, Chairman, beeanse L
always respect, and try fo assist, the Chair;
but I certainly thought myselt quite justified
in moving the new c¢lause, which merely
vepresents fairness to the ratepayers. I fail
to see that it is inconsistent with the Bill,
and 1 do not know why the Government did
not include it in the measure. I now move—

That the following b inserted to sland as
Clavse 4:-—¢Section three of the prineipal Aet
is mmended by adding after subsection (1) (i)
the following paragraph:—

(i) If at any time after the Minister has
erected or caused to e ereeted in any streets
of a focal authority any poles aml/or overhead
wires for use in conncetion with anv Govern-
ment tramways and/or trolley buses, the local
authority alters the alignment of or inereases
the width of the made up er paved portion of
any street in which sueh poles and/or wires are
crected, the Minister shall, upon the written re-
quest of the loenl authority, and at his own
cost anid expense, remove such poles and/or
wires and re-ereet same in such a position ns
will not ohstruet the thoroughfare.’’

The object of thiz new elause i: the protec-
tion of the ratepavers of the city of Perth,
and also of other portions of the metropoli-
tan area into which the system of trolley
buses may he introduced. Streets have been
made disgracefully unsightly by the erection
of poles for the trolley bus line. These poles
might do in the suburbs, but in the quarters
where they have heen erected more orna-
niental poles ghould have heen used. In some
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streets the poles have been erected in-ide ihe
kerb: but tho:c sireets may he widened,
and the municipalities should be protected
against having to bear the cost of removing
the pole=. The municipal engincers were not
conzulted by the Government engineers before
the poles in (uestion were erceted. In such
matters there shoulidl be more co-ordination,
The city has frequently ineurred heavy ex-
pense in removing tramway poles, as, for
instance, one at the corner of Bazaar-terrace
and William-street. The Tramway Depari-
ment removed that pele at the request of the
council, bhut the ecouneil had to foot the bill
for the removal—£45, The counecil have fre-
auently bought land from private holders,
or resumed land, with a view to rounding off
corners: and il poles are in the way of suely
operations the council should not have to
hear the ¢ost of vemoving them.

The CITATRMAYXN: Standing Order 19L
reads——

Any amendment may he made to any part of
the Bill provided the same be relevant to the

subject matter of the Bill, and be otherwise in
conformity with the Standing Orders.

The subject matter of this Bill is set out in.
Clause 2——

CTramear.?’ subject to the eontext, includes
a trolley bus. “ Tramwny’? includes a rouie
upon which trolley buses arve uwsed, as distinet
from tramears running on rails, as part of the
Goverument tramway svstem.  *‘Trolley bus'’
means an electrically equipped vehicle run on
ordinary roadway, the power supply being olb-
tained from two overhend conductors, one posi-
tive and the othoer neuntive.

It will be seen that the whole subject matter
of this Bill is trollev buses. &

Hon. G. W. JMiles: Are not poles part of
the subject matter. poles heing needed for
the wires?

The CHAIRMAN: The whole subject
matter of the Bill is frofley buses. M.
Franklin's amendment goes to the exient of
amending the Government Tramwavs Aect.
to say that the Bill shail appiy to tramways
renerally as well as to trolley buses. That
i# where the amendment is out of order. If
the amendment applied only to trollev buses,
I coutd accept it. I am reluctant to rule thy
amendment out.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: This 1z a Bill ta
amend the Government Tramways Aect.

The CHATRMAN: Yes, bhut the subject
matter of the Bill is trolley buses.  The
amendlment is oot consistent with the sub-
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jeet matter of the Bill, which deals purely
and simply with trolley buses.

Hon. L. BB. Bolton: If the words “tram-
wayvs and ‘or” were struck out of the new
clnuze, would it be in order?

The CTIATRMAN: The new clau<e would
liave to be withdrawn and re-moved.

Hon. JJ. Nicholzon: [ take it, Mr. Chair-
wan.,  vou  cowdd  aceept the amendment
suzwesied hy Mr. Bolton?

The CHAIRMAN: I cannot aceept it, be-
eause I have ruled the new clause ont of
order. Mr. Franklin, 1 take if, doss not
wish to move that wmy ruling he disagreed
to.

Hon. J. T. Franklin: No, Sir,

The CHATRMAN: T suggest that JMr.
Franklin, upon my reporting the Bill to the
Honse, request the Leader of the House te
be gracious enough to defer the report stage
until to-morrow, Then, when the Chief See-
retary moves that the report be adopted,
M. Franklin, if he desives to propose a new
clause in an amended form, can de so af
that ~tage. That is the only way oul of the
difficulty.

Bill again reported withount further amend-
ment.

BILL—YUNA-DARTMOOR RAILWAY.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 22nd Angust.

HON. SIR CHARLES NATHAN (Metro-
politan-Suburhan) [8.47} : The most earping
critic would fird it difficult to deny the un-
doubted advantages of this partienlar aren
as portraved by its supporters. It has
splendid rainfall, nbzence of frosts, good
Tand. large area, and, abhove all, close proxi-
mity to a seaport, with harhour facilities
providing ample aceommodation with a mini-
munt haulage. My criticisms as to the wis-
dom of the construetion of this line are nat
hased upon the unsuitability of the area for
culfivating wheat, but on the wisdom of a
paliey of railway extension for the develop-
ment of large arens of wheat-prowing coun-
try under the economic conditions which pre-
vail, as also the extension of a method of
fransport generally recornised by authorities
the world ever as becomning rapidly obsolete,
at any rate =0 far as developmental and
feeder syslems are concerned. Opinions are
diversified as to the socundness or otherwise



582

of the [nrther development of wheat grow-
ing lands, but theve ave at least ceriain facts
that stand out as heing self-evident. Wheat
s one of the staple artieles of food of civi-
lised countries, on which thev largely depend
for sustenance in times of peace and
WAaY, Every man with humanitmian
thoughts, hopes that we shall never have
another war, but past history and present
indieations show the futility of this belief.
It is universally accepted that the nation
which 1s dependent upon other nationals
for its supplies of armaments and muni-
tions, is heading towards suicide. 1t is rthere-
fore equally important that each nation
should, for its own protection, render itzself
self-supporting in so far as foodstuffs are
concerned. Is not the development of this
poliey largely respansible for the posifion
whiclh faces whent-exporting countries at
the present time?

CGrermany, France, Italy—in fact, all
European countries—are endeavouring to
provide for their own requirements, whilst
America, Canada, Australia and Argentine,
each year have, and will continue to have,
even on their present produetion, a heavy
surplus bo dispose of. Yet, Wesiern Aus-
tratia, ke the ostrich, burying its head in
the sand hoping to aveid the economic dan-
mers with which it is threatened, proposes
te build more railwavs and throw open still
larger areas for settlement ond for the
greater production of wheat.

T have no desive to be ranked as a JTere-
minh, but may I point out thabt merely to
suggest that a remedy for all our troubles
is to inerease production, is utter folly.
Production must be related to human re-
quirements, and the closest study of both
the requirements and the limitations of our
markets should be made before we preach
the increase of wheat arveas and of our out-
put, as the solation of our difficulties. I do
not wish to he misunderstood; mine is not
the counsel of despair, but of eaution.
““When the cards arve running against you,
don’t attempt to retrieve your losses by
overbidding your hand” is a wise axiom,
aceepted even amongst gamblers. One of
the arguments advanecd in favour of the
Yuna-Darimoor railway is that there are
already a number of farmers settled in the
area it is proposed to serve and that it is
impossible for these men to grow wheat
profitably unless they are provided with
adequate transport facilities. Buf in this
poliey of railway extension, it is not only the

[COUNCIL.}

settlers already in the area with whom we
have to reekon, but others who may take
up land still further afield once the railway
is authorized, entailing obligation later on
for still fnrther exiensions. And so we go
on, adding materially to the eapital in-
debtedness of a railway system already
overhburdened with non-paying lines, With-
out a settled policy, where are we heading?
As Mr. Thomson has pointed ont, our rail-
way svsiem, on which £22,000,000 has been
spent, iz already heavily over-capitnlised.
One can sympathise with him in his desire
to pat things on a better basis—so far as
the svstem itself is concerned—by writing
down the capital value of existing non-
paying lines, but what is to be gained if
we are to vield to the ineessant demand for
more, and still more extensions, the paying
passibilifies of which are more than doubt-
fal? At the present time there are new
railways already authorized by Parliament,
to a length of 313 miles, the estimated cost
of whieh is £1,801,500, and if the Yuna-
Dartmoor railway proposal iz aceepted, this
ficure will reach just on £2.000,000,

The hnes are as lollows:—

Estimated

Mileage, Line. Cost,
-
23 Brookton-Diale L35, 100
83 Yarramony Eastward 3422.500
S Boynp Brook-Cranbronk ... 542000
107 Manjimup-Mt. Barker e 16,000
—_— —- —— —1,801L.500
315
30 Yuna-Dartuoor 165.000
363 £1,966.500

Tow does Mr. Thomson hope to achieve
his objective if this state of affairs is to
continne? To-day our railways are ¢lnim-
ing protection against an advanced system
of trunsport which threatens their very
existence, while Governments, recognising
the challenge of modern development and
failing to eonvert it to their purpose, seek
to overcome the menace by restrictive and
even despotic legislation. There is a way
ont so far as the Yuna-Dartmoor seitlers
are concerned, a way which would not only
provide them with all the transport facili-
ties they at present need. but would give
an invaluable opportunity for an experi-
ment which, if sveeessful, would revolu-
tionise our present transport methods and
solve what I consider to be the predominating
difficulty standing in the wav of this
State’s development: and I know of no
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area where conditions are more favourable
for the demoustration.

Recognising the necessity, both for military
putposes and for more economical method:
in the extension of settlement, hoth in the
Crown Colonies and British Dominions over-
seas, the Britizh Government in 1927 created
the Overseas Mechanical Transport Advis-
ory Cemmittee, whicl, in conjunction with
the then Mechanised Brigade at Tidsworth,
and in association with the leading nwotor
manufacturers, embarked on a five-veur-
programme for a complete investigation, de-
signed to perfect a1 move modern method of
road transport. It was consideved it would
take five vears in which to design the first
uirit and that a further two years would he
regquived for testing under  service
tions. The five-years’ period was up last
year. And, as a result of the initial experi-
ments, a rg-designed unit has now heen de-
spatehed to Gold Coast for a practical trial
under service comditions. I have previously
referred in the House to these investigafions,
expressing the opinion that at the end of
the five-vears' period, there was no countrv
in the Empire more suitable for a practical
demonstration than Auvsiralia, and Western
Australia in parttendar. The work of the
commiftee has gone along hand in hand with
independent practical experiments by manu-
facturers. As a result of investigations made
by u high official in the Unvernmenr serviea,
recently in England, it was found fthat com-
mercial units ave now bheing manutactured
capable, with trailers, of franzporting 20 or
30 tons, or even move, It is fhought that,
for developmental purposes, 13-ton units
would he hesi suited for a State like West-
ern Australin and these could be landed ot
a cost of £2,600 each delivered in Perth.
One of the difficuliies in the development of
couniry districts by this method is the eost
of fuel. So fur. producer gas has not proved
satisfactory,  Internal combustion engines,
consnming crude oil have proved the ma-t
satisfactory. Operating costs, however, have
been probibitive when the unit has been re-
quired to aperate in areas distant From
scaport. owing to the cost of {runzporting
foel. The Yuna-Dartmoor area ~eem= ideqi
for making such an experiment. It is in
close proximify to the port of Geraldton,
while from the head of fhe exizfing railway
line, there are no heavy zrades, whereas the
length of railway at present proposed is
only 30 miles. 1 am advised that the cost
of crtude oil at Geraldton will probably be

volubi-
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less than 3. per wallon, and that engine
consumption will give 8.5 miles to the gal-
lon. Track vonstruction is not a heavy pro-
blem. 1o any cose, units of the articulating
tvpe can be used. Tor a eapital expendi-
ture of £10,000 for three uniis and the maxi-
mum of another £20,000 for track constru--
tion, we could try an experiment, whiel, if
sueeesstul, wounld solve our problems, Tt
would also solve the problewn so fur as Aus-
traliz as a whole is concerned. No doubt
the Commonwealth Government eould he in-
ducel tu contribute towards the experiment,
In conclusion I would add that in 1932 there
were over 140,000 acres of Crown land for
whicl applications were approved for con-
difional purchase and free homestead farms,
while from January to June of this vear, a
jurther U000 acres had been added. I
venture to think that not one aere of this
is within economie carting distance of a
railway., If T werc nsked to suggest what
the policy of a Government should be under
existing conditions, T would say that for
the tine being, all land should he withdrawn
from selection in areas that were situated
hevodd an economic carting distance; and
{hat in wheat areas which have already been
settled, such as the Yuwna-Dartmoor, motor
transport facilities should be provided al
rates of freight competitive with railways,
the loss in the initial stages to be rceouped
Trom a speeinl grant for agricultural de-
velopment.  With finances easier and the
world’s economic conditions elearer, when we
desire still further to develop our wheat
lands, wonld it noi be wiser and move states-
nunlike, hetore suggesting more railways, to
investigate the possibilities of utilising the
miny thonsands of acres at prezent lyving
vnproduetive adjacent to the lines already
constructed?  There is another thought
alwavs present in my mind: one of these
days the Government must seriously grapple
with the problem of the over-capitalisation
of existing wheat farms, in an endeavour to
relieve the hurden of accumulated indehted-
ness. When the time arvives, any plans with
thi= ubjective will conceivably involve the
repossession by the State of nreas now lving
uncultivated, and permit of their again bein:x
thrown open for sclection by others wha will
make betfer use of them. T .trust I have
¢nid enough te convinee members that T am
in full svmpathy with those who desirve o
provide the settlers in the Yuna-Dartmoor
avea with faeilitiex comparable with those in
other nortions of the State, but if the State
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is to preserve its solvency and develop its
huge terrvitory, zome more economical aud
effective method of transport must he found.
I theretore hope members will vote against
this Bill, and by its rejection emphasise the
need of Government action in the dirvection
I have endeavoured to indicate.

HON. T. MOORE ((entral) [9.2]: When
the Bill was introduced I expected no oppo-
sition to it, but members have seen fit to
give reasons why the railway should not he
constructed. Tt is generally agreed by all
those memhers who have seen the avea fo be
settled that the land np there is guite suit-
able for settlement. If I may take it for
granted that that is so, it will not he neces-
sary for me to enlarge upon what has
already heen said hy others. Tt is agreed hy
those who have seen the loeality that it is
one of the finest districts within a safe vain-
fall, a rainfall which has proved regumlar
and consistent over all the vears duving
which it has been recorded. [ listened atten-
tively to the ideas pnt forward by Sir
Charles Nathan, and T must say T do not
think we have arrived at the stage when we
aught to say that no further development
shonld take place in this State. Tn my view,
this State has to go on, no matter what even-
tuates. The country must be opened up.
1t would be wrong for us to say that the
existing depression may result in our not
being asked to produee wheat for overseas
markets. Tle would be a pessimist indeed
who helieved that we have arrived af that
stage in a country that ean produnce wheat
more cheaply perhaps than it ean be pro-
ducoed elsewhere. We must take the long
view and sax we have to zo on despiie the
depression.  As a matter of fact, there iz
just now a verv hopeful outlook for woal,
whieh has also to be considered in the area
to he served by the proposed railway. In
my view, motor traffic has never vet heen
satisfoetorv. Tt moy be all right in eertain
instances where, 015 now, we find it suceess-
fully eompeting with the railways in the
handling of higzh-class freights: hut in re-
gard to lower-class freights, sueh as wheat
and super, it has never heen demonstrated
that they can be carried by motor traffic nt
the vate charged hy the railways. Tn the
carringe of these lwo commodities motor
trafite is altogether behind the raibways.

Hon. TJ. M. Maefarlane: The railwave are
hard pnt to it to eart wheat and enper at the
rates they charge.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. T. MOORE: I admit that, becanse
the rates charged on those two commeodi-
ties are low, although we farmers find it
difficult to pay the present prices. After all,
what will happen if the Bill be pnssed and
the railway construeted? At this june-
ture we have to find work for 12,000 or
14000 men. Private enterprise can find no
Justificatton for the employment of those
men just now; until the depression came,
those men were employed by private enter-
prize, but now they are (hrown on the ve-
sources of the Government. In these eir-
cumstanees is it not hetter that those men
should he employed in the huilding of this
railway than having them make roads that
are blowing away? Roads constructed of a
nmixture of gravel, sand and elay will not
endare, and are not suitable for motor
tralfic, and would erumple up under the sys-
tem mentioned by Sir Charles Nathan, the
overseas motor hansport system. Roads fo
earry heavy vehieles with big loads would
cost mueh more than the roads we have built
in the pazt. If Sir Charles Nothan would
go out qnd have a look at the area to bhe
served, he would be satisfiel that he has
heen speaking on wrong lines, for the motor
vehicles he eontemplates could not be run
over anything hut very substantial veads, I
admit that the earting of wheat counld be
done in the sununer time, but even then a
substantial road would be required for the
accommmodation of 13-ton trucks, such as Siv
Charles advoentes.

Hon..J. J. Holmes: And that rond involves
a =ection of 15 miles over =andplain.

Hon. T. MOORE: Even our clay eountry,
as roads, will not stand np to 13-ton motor
lorries.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: And the State cannot
afford the huilding of four niles of railway
for the =ervice aof one mile of good country.

Hon. T. MOORE: There iz nothing like
that in this proposition. T am sure that it
My, Hohues visited the areat, he would agree
that the land iz quite all rvight.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: The Minister's second
reading =pecch set ont what T have repeated.

Hon, T. MOORE: The point is that we
have the men idle. thousands of them doing
work a ot of which is uszeless in point ol
veproduction.  Then again, we have the
slevpers cut.  To provide work. large mun-
hers of sustenanee ten have heen set to ent
quantitics of zleepers which, although not
wanted up to the present, will some day he
u~eful.  So the <leepers are already cut, and
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it that stock were used it would be economi-
cally sound for the men who cuf them to
zo on cutting more sleepers for other re-
quirements. 8o we have the slecpers, we
lave the men lor the construetion of the
railway, and in addition we have the rails.
Why then =hould we not utilise all these fae-
tors?  Sir Charles Nathan ~aid that every
nation is trving to become self-supporting.
That is just the line we have to follow: we
have to do what the other ¢hap is doine. to
make the mones we have ~pin round and re-
main in this country. As for motor trans-
port. the machines are made overseas, the
money to pay for them goes oversea-, the
money for their fuel goes overseas, and so
too the money tor spare parts and replace-
menis, in addition to which the machines
soon become obsolete and wear out.
So we have a repetition of money
zoing ouf of the country. I have given close
study to the question of the con=truction of
this railway, and [ can say that if there i=
one work in thix country which ought to e
proceeded with, it is the building of this line.
This is one of the jobs that ought to he
entered upon, and so I hope the House will
agree to the Bill, if only on that account. A
good report of the avea bhas been given by
those who have visited it and sinee spoken
on it; every member who has been up to the
area to be served has subscribed to the neces-
sity for the line, and I think those who have
not visited the locality should be satistied to
take the evidence of those who have.

HON. €. H. WITTENOOM (South-
East) [9.14]: Like Mr. Moore, I am sur-
prised at the opposition zhown to the pass-
age of the Bill. A little while ago | made
up my mimd strenneusly to appuose every
Iine snggested until a heginning was made
with the four or five linex in the South-
West and Great Sonthern already anthor-
ised. Time after time has the conatruction
of those lines heen requested, and time after
time have the reque<ts been passed over. T
refer, of course, to the Bovup Brook lin-
tiie Pemberton line. and the Brookton-Arma-
dale line, the laxt named beinz one of the
mot important lines vet to he put in hawd.

Hon. E. H. Harris:
line being bhuilt!?

Hon. C. H. WITTENOOM: T ilo, but »
little while ago T was averse from support-
ing any further railway unul tho-e alreads
authorised were =tarted.

You approve of thi-

Hou. J. AL Mactarlane: Do you approve
of this line being huilt before those already
authori-ed are huilt?

Hon, ¢ H. WITTENOOM: T am s
firmly convinced ot the quality of the Dart-
maor country thar T intend to support the
Bill. | have ~een ~omething of the country
and 1 ~ax it = deserving of a railway pro-
hably betore any other diztrict in the Stare.
A turther consideration i~ that o large
amount ot money has heen spent on the har-
bour at Geraldton. What is the u=e of
spading all that monex on the harhour un-
lez~ we inercase the means to feed it with
traffic ! So fav a~ we ean judre. mweh moie
money will have to be -~pent there in view
of the damage (done vecently. The time has
not arrvived when the building of railways
in thi= State should he stopped.  Producers
have long distanees over which to eart their
produets, more particularly wheat, distances
that are increased owing to the nature of
the conntry.  We have very good land inter-
spersedd with poor land, and wheat has to
be carted over very long distances.

Hon. 1. AL MacFarlane: The building of
the Dartmoor line will not cure the ol
trouble, will it?

Hon, ¢, H. WITTENGOOM: We are 2
primary producing State, more =0 than
any of the <i~ter States, and if we are going
to build railways, we should hnild them in
the richer parts where the lines are more
likely to pav. We =heuld alzo build line:
that will be of the maximum u=e to the
Srate. We have different vailway systens
that ouzht to be linked up, thus making for
mere  eccopomical  working  and  probabls
vheaper freights. The hartmoor railway, it
is estimated, ean he huilt at the compara-
tively low cost of £3,230 per mile.

Hom .M, Maefarlane: Do you know the
averaze cost of the vailwaye: right through’

Hon, ¢ H, WITTEXOGOM: Much more
thau that,

Hon, ). M. Mactarlane: Yes, £5,700,

Hon. . T, WITTENOOM: Tt bas heen
sugze<terd that the line should be huilt hy
contract, not by day labour, 1£ it is built
by contract, the cost will prohably he kept
within the estunate,

Hon, (. W, Miles: Wil vou support the
amendnent providing for contract?

Hom. ¢, H. WITTEXOOM : If it is huilt
hy day labour, the cost will probably he
greater.  Yor building the Denmark-Norna-
lup line the estimated cost was £3,000 or
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£6,000 a mile, bot the actual cost was £9,000
or £10,000.

Hon. E. I, Hamie: Do vou think this es-
timate will be any nearer than that one?

Hon, C. 1T. WITTENOOM: Under con-
tract it should be possible to build it at the
estimated cost. So far as I can gather, there
are no engineering difficulties.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: Will the Govern-
ment agree to build it by contract?

Hon. C. H. WITTENOOM: I suppose
they will, The climatic conditions of the
Dartmoor country scem to be almost perfeet.
1t is within 100 miles of the coast, and has
a rainfall of 18 or 19 inches. The land has
not been utilised to any preat extent, and
there is not much experience of the actual
rainfall, but a short distance east, records
have heen kept for many years, Farming
has been carried on in the Dartmoor district
for only about five years. When the line is
built, we are told, it will serve 300 farms,
and the area of country is 800,000 acres, of
which 250,000 acres are first-class land. That
speaks well for the distriet. I consider that
the strongest argument in favenr of the line
is that it will provide considerably more
wheat for shipment from Geraldton, Some
240 tons of wool were sent from the distriet
last year, but with a railway that quantity
should be largely increased. On the infor-
mation before us, the Dartmoor line should
be the first to be built, but if it is built T
hope consideration will be given to the con-
strugtion of the lines authovised for the
South-West. T shonid like to see a lite ron-
strusted from Lake Grace to Albany. 1
give the Labour Government credit for hav-
ing aunthorised the survey of that route. For
a long time we have asked for the snrvey,
and now we are going fo get it. When fthe
route is surveved;, T hope the line will he
eonstrueted,

HON. G. FRASER (West) [9.22]: I
congratulate the Chief Secrctary on the
wonderful effort he put forward in moving
the seeond reading, While listening to him
I thought for a moment that he must bhe
speaking of the promised land.

Hon. A. M, Clydesdale: You will go there
soon enough.

ITon. R. G. Moore: But von will find no
railways there.

Ion. fi. TRASER: I am sorry the Min-
ister did not devote his cffort to a hetler
eause.  Although his effort was wonderful,

[COUNCIL.]

it did not convinee mie that T ought to vote
for the measure,

Hon. L. B. Bolien:
Geraldton?

Hon. G, FRASER: There deces not hap-
pen to he any petty jealousy between the
two ports. I should like the Minister, when
be 15 replving, to answer a few questions,

Hon. E. H. Hris:
wonderful cffort.

Hon. G. FRASER : It will have to be hei-
ter than the original to get my vote. 1 want
to he satisfied of the absoluie necessity for
pulling up the line to Horseshoe to supply
the rails for the Dartmoor line,

Hon. C. . Baxter: Why leave if there?

Hon. G. FRASER: Tn view of the fact
that some dav we may be a separate State
and will have to undertake the defence of
the eopuntry, what hetter line is there to
conneet, with the northern part of the State?

Hon, €', T Baxter: Ouly the rails remain
now.

Hon. . FRASER: The railwax has not
heen down a great many vears,

Hon. A. M. Clvdezdale: Four years. Have
vou seen it? -

Hon. G. FRASER: No. If it has been
down only four vears, there should be more
than the rails left.

Hen. J. J. Holmes: That railway was huilt
by day labour.

Hon. A. M. Clvdesdale: No, it was huilt
by contract. .

Hon. G. FRASER : Fad it heen huilt by
day labour, it would have heen there for the
next 50 years.

Hon, A, M. Clydesdale: Mr. Holmes slip-
ped that time,

Hon. G, FRASER: I am not convineed
that the line should be pulled up.

Hon, A. M. Clvdesdale: llave a Jook at
it and vou will he.

Hon., G, FRASER: There must be a use
for the line, The objeet in building it was
to serve the manganese deposits, and the
present low price of manganese prevenfs
the sueeessful working of the deposits, It
there mny come a ime when to work them
will he profitahle.

Han. E. H. Harris: Tn what way could
wmangranese he profitably used in Woestern
Australia?

Hon, (. FRASER: [ am nof an expert in
that line of business. When so much money
was jnvested in the proposition, there must

Arte vou afraid of

And make another
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have heen a good prospect ol manganese
being profitably nsed.

ton. F. 1. H. Hall: Particulariv Ger-
aldton money.

Han, G, W, Miles: Al a ot of Govern
ment money,

Hou., €. F. Baxter: [t has gone, and yon
will never zet it hack,

Hou. J. 1. Holmes:
to you that peeple
aveid taxabion?

The PRESIDENT: Order! | omunst
niembers to allow Mr. Fraser to proceed.

Hon. (i. FRASER : But for the fact that
the rails in that line are available, it appeas
fo e that the constroetion of the Darbimear
line weuld not he proposed.
know whelher, if the Bill he pa=szed, ihe
Nartoor line will be the first to be buili.

Hon. ¥, T Harris:  No, the Sonthern
Crozs-southwards Hne will he huilt first.

Mon. (1. FRASER: If, 4z in the past, we
were merely being azked to authorvise the
building of a line, one might not take wuch
exception fo it, but if the passing ol the
Bill signifies that the line will he construe-
ted immediately, 1 wust be satisfied that it
is Che fivst line that shonld be built. When
we consider the mumber of eailways long
authorised hut not vet constructed, there
must be strong reazons for giving prefer-
enee to the Davtimoor lne. T have in mind a
railway that would provide a valnahle link
with other lines, but the Dartmoor proposal
is merely perpetuating the old svetem of
running lines anywhere and finishing  no-
where. 1 had hoped that we were geifing
away From that syvsteny, and that in buildinge
ralwavs we wonld have endeavoured o
link up existing lines.  Some two or three
vears ago T attended a funetion in the Great
Southern, and we were informed that un-
Texs the railway in question were built, thers
wonld be no more turkey.  There had heen
sn many deputationzs about that live. The
railwav veferred tn was the Braakton-Arma-
dale project.

Hon. C. . Baxter: |
ing.

Heon, H. J. Yelland: The ironble is if is
not coming.

Hon, G. FRASER: There must he some
special features ahout the line or the in-
terjection would nat have suggested itsell
tn the hon. member.  The huilding of the
Brookten-Armadale line would involve no

Has it ever oceurred
are  lozing money 1o
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areater ntileage than the building of the
Dartmonr line-—- a matter of 50 miles—ani
it would wot only  provide facilities for
peaple already =ettled in the distriet, but
would alford a valuable Jink Dbetween the
iain line aud the chiel port. Tt wonld mean
a grent saving not only lo the peaple in
the di-tricf hut to the railwayx zystem itself,
[ believe it would also mean 70 miles less
haulage 'rom fhe Great Southern distriets
to Fremantle,  Then there i o saving of
delay aceasioned at present by everything
having (o pa== through the hottle-neek.
on. W, .I
wantle?

Hon, ¢ PRASER: [ do not know why
that line has not heen huilt. 1T <hall reqguire
~tne exceptionally ~omud ren~ons to induee
e to vole for the construction of the Yuna-
Darimoor line in preference to that from
Brookton to Armadale.  Many other lines
lave Dbeen authorized, hut T do not Lknow
mueh abont them. [ do kuow ihe Dartmoor
vountry. however, and have bheen through
it, und [ am aware of fhe neceszity for the
vailway, but I hope the Chief Seeretavy
will give some very solid reasons why the
Yuna-Dartmoor line should be given pre-
fercuce over the Brookton-Armadale line, 1T
have heard it stated by a member in another
place ihat the first 20 miles of the total
distance of 30 miles it is proposed to eon-
struct will pass through sandplain, upon
which nolhing can be grown. The memher
in question knows the district, nnd has been
responsible for eonsiderable work having
heen dene there, [ want to know if that
statement i+ vorrveet.  If it is true, there
must be many more pressing reazons for the
railway than that it will serve 10 mileg off
enltivable lerritory, [f {he Chief Seeretary
can satisfy nme on (hese points, T shall he
prepared o vote Tor the =ercond reading,
hut not otherwise,

On motion by Hon. i[. ). Yelland, dehaie
adjonrned.

Mann: Would it 2o 10 Fre-

Howuve adjourned of 831 pom,




